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ANTI-AMERICANISM

Bruce et al,
 

One of the oddities of our times is that people who are paid to do nothing but think are the ones who at times come up with the most mindless conclusions.  The Katzenstein/Keohane volume, unfortunately, is the latest case in point.  Unfortunate insofar as they are highly regarded political scientists who command an audience in academia and beyond.
 

It poses a dilemma.  What is the appropriate response?  To refute their thesis publicly, as Bruce cogently has done, or to ignore it?  In our society, no matter how logically compelling a refutation is, it can have the perverse effect of drawing attention to dubious ideas - with unpredictable effects on opinion.  As they say in Hollywood, "there is no such thing as good publicity or bad publicity, there is just publicity."  But we are intellectuals first,  so the path of non-action is a tough one to follow.
 

This particular example of mindlessness is baffling since the authors admit that the medium and long term consequences of anti-Americanism could be "severe."  If they simply wanted to make a point about less than catastrophic short term effects, why didn't they simply write an op ed piece?   Instead, they are doing things that are harmful to the public discourse about America's place in the world and the behavior of the Bush administration.  From my vantage point, this is giving aid and comfort to the enemy.
 
A few points to add to Bruce's critique:
 1.  Anti-American attitudes not only restrict the support the United States receives in pursuit of its national interests, e.g. Turkey on Iraq, they also strengthen the hand of those who are - or are becoming our foes.  There is a manifest connection between growing antipathy toward America in the Islamic world and the recruitment of terrorists - to use the most extreme example.  The perpetrators of the July 7 underground bombings in London have testified that their hate was inflamed by what Britain and America did in Iraq and what they gave tacit support to in Palestine.  Likely, the latest plotters were similarly motivated.
 
2.  There is a wide gap in Europe, especially Western Europe, between public opinion that is strongly critical of American actions and leaders who hesitate to oppose outright the US because they fear provoking the beast.  This restraint is not tenable for long.  

 

3.  The growing "mind our own business mood" in the US is accompanied by widespread and growing preference for acting multilaterally.  Continued reluctance on the part of allies and friends to joining American conceived enterprises - Afghanistan apart - will reinforce 'neo-isolationist' sentiment here.  Tactical cooperation on discrete issue does not alter this.

 

4.  Anti-Bushism is morphing into genuine anti-Americanism.  That attitude is becoming less policy specific, heightens awareness of value differences (they are real and important), and thereby is likely to be more enduring.

 

 

