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BACKGROUND

U Having siblings promotes young
chi Il drenodos under st e

beliefs, desires and emotionGenkins &
Astington, 1996;Perner, Ruffman & Leekam, 1999

U Few studies have examined whether
having siblings encouragegrosocial

behaviors that are based on
under standlil ng
such as sharinguay & cook, 2007)

ot her

U Both seltother understanding and
prosocial behavior are rapidly developing
IN the second yealsrownell et al., 2009)

U Will having siblings promote social
understanding and/or sharing In
toddlers?

HYPOTHESES

U Experience with siblings may
contribute to individual differences In
chi l drendos knowl eddg
their motivation to share

U This could vary with development over
the second year

PARTICIPANTS
N =54
Male = 28
Age = 18 or 24 months

PROCEDURE & MEASURES

Sharing Tasks

A Child and adult play separately with their
own set of abundant toys, food, etc.

A Examiner takes all toys and then returns all
toys to the child while adult has none

AAdul t s o
explicit about desire, culminating In request

A 6 sharing tasks total

I Children scored for whether they ever
share and
If so, when In

series of cues

about ot hers and/ or

SoclalUnderstanding

A Mother complete Pronouns section of

MacArthur Language Inventory (coi: rensonet

al., 1994)

DESCRIPTIVES

Means &
SDs Sibs Share | Share | pronouns

Average Ever

Score

18 60 1.61 2.6 10.83

conths | (71) | (1.04) | (1.63) | (6.36)

communi catil o

24 69 3.22 4.41 20.96
(.85) (1.15) | (1.59) | (7.69)

CORRELATIONS
18-month-olds

Average
Share
Score

Ever Soc Und
Share (pronouns)

Siblings 31 40~ -.04

Ever
Share

*=p<.05;n=25

24-month-olds

Average - Soc Und
Share ver oc Un

Share ronouns
Score (P )

Siblings -.04 -.01 -.12

Average
Share

Score

#=p<.10;n=29

DISCUSSION

U Having siblings is associated with
sharing in 18month-olds

U Perhaps oneyear-olds with siblings
are accustomed to sharing routines
that promote the appearance of
prosocial behavior

U But for 24 month-olds sibling status
does not influence sharing

U Sharing behavior of two yearolds is
no longer driven by domestic routines
like those with siblings

U Social understanding is.associated with
sharing in 24-month-olds

U Two-year-olds with greater social
understanding may know how to
Intervene prosocially

U But for 18-month-olds social
understanding does not yet influence
sharing

U Language and understanding of
others are just beginning to emerge
In children this age; thus social
routines may be more influential
than primitive social understanding

U In this sample, social understanding
and sibling status were unrelated,
across age
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