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Question:  What is the best way to improve prevention training worldwide?

Answer: Get better lectures.

Question:    How do we improve lectures and research translation?

 Answer:     Have academic faculty worldwide share their PowerPoint lectures:

Question:  Will faculty share lectures?    Answer:      Yes,  The Supercourse has 9250 faculty from >7500 universities from 150 countries who created a Library of Lectures with 1219 lectures available on the Internet.   This is being shared worldwide.

We were funded three times by NASA, and we are now the only grant on prevention funded by the National Library of Medicine.  We are developing a “Library of Lectures” with passionate lectures in epidemiology, global health and the Internet.  Our program consists of:

1. Shareware:   A Global faculty is developing and sharing their best, most passionate PowerPoint lectures. This benefits all.  The experienced faculty member can beef up old lectures. New instructors reduce preparation time and improve their lectures, using state of the art lecture templates from others.  Faculty in developing countries have access to the latest prevention information for the first time the format is annotated Power-Point.   All  CDC lectures are available on our site.

2. Statistical Quality Assurance:  We have established a Deming Model of Statistical Quality Control to monitor lectures over time 

3. Supporting the teachers: The Library of Lectures consists of exciting template lectures by academic prevention experts in the field.  The classroom teacher  “takes” them out for free like a library book.  We train the teacher rather than direct distance teaching of students. 

4. Hypertext comic book:  The lectures are icon driven, and the students can go deep into the Internet for more information. 

5.  Presentation Speed:  We have developed technologies to speed access to lectures world wide

6. Text books:  British Medical Association has put current text books on line for us

7. Multilingual:  For global use, the first lecture is in 8 languages

8.  Faculty:  Jeff Koplan, former head of CDC, John Patrick, VP from IBM, and John Last, the father of preventive medicine, have provided lectures as has Vint Cerf, the father of the Internet. A noble prize winner, Josh Lederberg has also contributed a lecture.

9. Leapfrogging the Digital Divide:  We are copying the Supercourse on CDs and floppies to reach the 95% of the world not connected.

10. Leapfrogging the “Disability Divide” We are establishing the systems to make this compatible with the W3C Web Accessibility Initiative

We have submitted or published over 110 papers in leading medical journals including the Lancet, British Medical Journal, Nature and Nature Medicine among others. Specialty Supercourses are being developed, including Islamic, Russian, and Indian Health.   WHO developed a Supercourse.   Ten thousand CDs  have been distributed worldwide, reaching over 60,000 students and teachers.  The course receives 75 million hits a year.  We have 35 mirrored servers across the world.

Contact Person:  Ronald E. LaPorte, Ph.D., Director, Disease Monitoring and Telecommunications, WHO Collaborating Centre, Professor of Epidemiology, Graduate School of Public Health, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA  15261, USA, (ronlaporte@aol.com).

