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                                    Conference Announcement and Call for Papers 
                         12th Annual Transcending

                                Boundaries Conference: 

                           The Flip Side of Globalization
                                          University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA March 23-24, 2007 
Thomas L. Friedman has argued that thanks to globalization the world has become flat, like a coin. The lowering of trade and political barriers, along with advances in information technology, and the proliferation of travel has leveled the playing field by making nations, people and information accessible to everyone. 

However, this coin has a flip side. Economic growth drives people from rural to urban areas or from developing to developed countries seeking greater opportunities. As businesses expand into untouched regions villagers are displaced and unknown diseases are uncovered. Increased air and truck travel serves as vectors for spreading these diseases. Terrorist groups are now more easily able to connect with supporters and accomplices abroad in order to plan and send funds. Finally, criminal organizations are able to broaden their illicit markets just as multinational corporations have done with their licit markets. 

The purpose of this year’s conference is to explore more thoroughly the unanticipated consequences of globalization. Papers are sought from a variety of perspectives and can come from any discipline. 

Possible topics could include but are not limited to:

• Effect of illegal immigration on home and host countries   • Global spread of isolated or unknown diseases

• Stress on urban areas due to rural migration                        • Worldwide expansion of illicit industries

• Impact of sovereignty free actors and border permeability  • Issues of jurisdictional conflict/arbitrage 

• Civil wars for resources such as diamonds, cacao, etc.       •  IT as a tool for criminals and terrorists

• Restructuring of criminal and terrorist networks                 •  Nations as off-shore money launderers

Abstract Submission Guidelines 

Send a one-page paper abstract by February 16, 2007 to:

AGORA, Box #505, Graduate School of Public and International Affairs (GSPIA), University of Pittsburgh, PA 15260, 

or by email to agora@gspia.pitt.edu. 

Please include your name, address and email on a coversheet. Electronic abstracts are preferred, but not required. 

For more information on the conference and for abstract requirements, please visit our website at: www.pitt.edu/~sorc/agora 
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