	Notes on Parties, Districts, and Elections 

(for the analyses reported in the Electoral Studies paper and on this website)

	Country
	Number of Elections in Analysis
	Number of Districts Included/

Excluded
	Years of Elections Included

	Argentina
	5
	24/0
	1991, 93, 95, 97, 99

	Austria
	7
	9/0
	1971, 75, 79, 83, 86, 90, 94

	Brazil
	3
	27/0
	1990, 94, 98

	Canada
	2
	271/24
	1988, 93

	1993 brought the destruction of the NDP and a great decline in the support for the Conservatives.  As a result, in many districts the NDP won less than 2.5 percent of the vote.  But, since this was a general trend, we eliminated only those districts where the party won less than 2.5 percent and the fall was greater than the average national decline (about 13 points).  This led us to eliminate 23 districts, all from Quebec.  We also had to eliminate one district in Ontario where the Liberals did not compete in 1988.  The Canadian data are available from either the Canadian parliamentary website (http://www.parl.gc.ca) or the official reports of the Chief Electoral Officer of Canada.  

	Chile
	3
	60/0 
	1989, 93, 97

	The analysis was conducted on coalitions rather than parties, since no party has competed in every district. 

	Colombia
	4
	26/0
	1974, 78, 82, 86

	Denmark 
	12
	17/0
	1971, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, 84, 87, 88, 90, 94, 98

	France
	5
	96/0
	1978, 81, 86, 88, 93 (97 available but not used)

	The Right consists of a combination of the UDF, Gaullists, and other conservative parties. The Socialists reported in Table 3 of the paper are a combination of the Socialists, the RG (left movement), and those labeled as “other left”.  The Communists are a combination of the French Communist Party and those labeled as “other extreme left”. For 1997 the Caramani dataset does not list “other extreme left” and also conjoins some rightist and some other parties, and thus that election was excluded from the analysis.  The Caramani dataset only provides data for the 96 departments and not the 555 districts.  Results for the 555 districts for 1988-97 are available on this website. 

	Germany
	9
	10/0
	1957, 61, 65, 69, 72, 76, 80, 83, 87

	Under the German system, voters cast two ballots, one for the single-member districts and one for the proportional representation (PR). The statistics are calculated for the PR part of the vote.  The CSU and CDU were treated as a single party throughout the analysis as the CSU but not the CDU has competed in Bavaria since 1957. In 1957 the CSU and the CDU competed in Saarland, and we combined their vote totals for that state (Land).  We also ran the analysis for the three elections from 1980-87, using the 249 districts. Results are similar to those reported in the paper and are reported on this website.

	Iceland
	11
	8/0
	1959, 63, 67, 71, 74, 78, 79, 83, 87, 91, 95

	Italy
	  4
	94/1
	1972, 76, 79, 83

	We threw out district 94 (a very small district) where most parties did not compete. 

	Netherlands 
	4
	20/0
	1986, 89, 94, 98

	Norway
	7
	19/0
	1973, 77, 81, 85, 89, 93, 97

	Portugal
	9
	20/0
	1975, 76, 79, 80, 83, 85, 87, 91, 95

	The Communists run under the title “Coligacao Democrática Unitária.”  The Centro Democrático Social (CDS) and the Partido Social Democráta (PSD) formed an alliance for most districts for the elections of 1979 and 1980.  We therefore combined their vote totals for every year of the analysis. 

	Spain
	5
	52/0
	1982, 86, 89, 93, 96

	The calculations do include those very few districts where Communists did not compete in every year, as their average share of the vote in years that they did compete in those districts was under five percent. We corrected Caramani’s dataset with regard to the vote totals for two districts in 1982.  

	Sweden
	15
	28/0
	1948, 52, 56, 58, 60, 64, 68, 70, 73, 76, 79, 82, 85, 88, 91

	United Kingdom
	5

3

2
	235/383

409/214

632/1
	1955, 59, 64, 66, 70

1974f, 74o, 79

1983, 87

	The analysis includes only those districts where the Conservatives and Labour each won between 2.5 and 97.5 percent and the Liberal vote was either consistently below or above the 2.5 percent threshold in all years. Including the uncontested races, however, does not have dramatic impacts on the results.  The data do not include Northern Ireland. For the 1955-70 period, the Liberals did not compete in enough districts for the analysis, but their participation did allow separate analyses for Labour and the Conservatives. We also ran this analysis on the three elections held in February 1974, October 1974, and 1979 and the two elections held in 1983 and 1987.  These elections allowed inclusion of many more districts, and separate calculations for the Liberals.  The Labour and Conservative results, however, did not differ substantively over the three periods (the DTE, for example, fits into a very narrow band of 5.7 to 10.3 in all time periods).  As noted in the appendix of the paper, we corrected the serious errors we found in Caramani’s database.  These corrections are available on request.

	United States
	5

4

4
	289/146

300/135

234/201
	1952, 54, 56, 58, 60

1974, 76, 78, 80

1984, 86, 88, 90

	Redistricting occurred in several states before the 1974 and 1984 elections, but between 1974 and 1980 only in Tennessee and between 1984 and 1990 only in Ohio.  The statistics are therefore calculated for the other 49 states for those two decades. We eliminated all districts in which the two parties did not both receive between 2.5 percent and 97.5 percent of the vote in all years. In practice, there were almost no districts where one of the major parties received between 2.5 and 10 (or even 20) percent.  Lastly, a few districts were eliminated for missing data, which generally occurs when candidates run unopposed.  Data for the United States are available through ICPSR. 

	Uruguay
	3
	19/0
	1984, 89, 94

	Venezuela
	4
	23/0
	1968, 73, 78, 83

	COPEI did not compete in two districts in 1963, and we thus began the analysis in 1968. 


