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East Europe: Communism, Revolution, Transition

Aims of the Course

The main purpose of this course is to introduce students to the political systems and dynamics, history, economics and cultures that have shaped contemporary East Europe.  The focus of the course is the analysis of current and possible future developments in this region. Thus the analyst has an obligation to become familiar with the region's precommunist history, the nature of the communist period and contemporary domestic and international factors affecting current transformations. Though overwhelmingly concerned with political developments, we will of necessity touch on historical, sociological and economic changes that have affected and will affect this region. 


In the process of exploring these dimensions we will also examine the variety of concepts, theories and explanatory approaches that have been utilized to examine political developments in the region.  We will assess their validity for analyzing politics both before and after the extraordinary changes that swept the region in 1989. We will consider to what extent approaches taken from the study of other regions have or might be utilized to study this region.  In this respect attention will be devoted to consideration of the phenomena of transition and democratic diffusion.


No previous work on the region is required, though certainly having had courses on European history and politics, Soviet/Russian politics and general approaches to comparative politics will be helpful.  Students should be aware that though the material reviewed in this course will be extensive, it represents only a portion of the rapidly burgeoning body of literature devoted to this region.  This is true especially for the contemporary period.  The aim here is to alert students to some of the more interesting developments and investigations as indicated in some of the most provocative literature.  Additional suggested readings will be provided from time to time for background or if students request it.

Reading material for the course is available in several ways:

•Books: Some books--those which we are likely to use in whole--have been ordered from the bookstore; these are marked with a [B].  All books to be used in the course, including those from which only some chapters are used, will be available on Reserve at Hillman Library.  These are marked with an [R].  Thus a book marked [R, B] is available both at the Bookstore and on Reserve.

•Articles:  Articles and book chapters will, if possible, be posted to the "Course Documents" section of the Courseweb site for this course.  Hard copies of most of the journals from which the articles were taken are shelved in Hillman and in some cases, the GSPIA/ECON library.  Most of the articles (depending on date) can also be retrieved electronically through Hillman Library using PITTCAT, EBSCO or  JSTOR.

Mechanics of the Course


The course begins today and proceeds until April 23.  Starting next week, January 15, each week's readings will be presented by one of the seminars' participants.  This presentation should summarize the key points of the material, compare and contrast the readings and address substantive and conceptual questions raised by the material.  More information on this presentation will be given in class.

Grade for the Course

Grades are determined by three factors:  1) the student's presentation(s) of the material during his/her week(s) of leading the discussion; 2) the student's participation during the semester's classes; and 3) the grade on a term paper which will be due April 20.   More information about this paper will be forthcoming.

Office Hours/Availability

My office hours this term will be Thursdays, 2:00-3:00 PM but I will also make appointments at other times of mutual convenience.  I can be reached by leaving a note in my box, by phone at 8-7258, or on email at <linden@pitt.edu>.

Course Schedule
•  January 8

I.  Defining the region's past and present

Andrew C. Janos, East Central Europe in the Modern World (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2000), Introduction, [R, B] JN96 A58J36 2000 


Milan Kundera, "Tragedy of Central Europe," New York Review, April 26, 1984, pp. 33-38.


Timothy Garton Ash, "The Puzzle of Central Europe," New York Review, March 18. 1999, pp. 18-23.


Mark Pittaway, Eastern Europe 1939-2000 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2004), Introduction, [R, B] DJK50. P588 2004


Iver Neumann  Uses of the Other: "The East" in European Identity Formation (Minneapolis: Univ. of Minnesota Press, l999), Ch. 5. [R] D860 N388 1998


Tony Judt, “The Past is Another Country: Myth and Memory in Postwar Europe,” Daedalus,  Vol. 121, Issue 4 (Fall, 1992), pp. 83-118


Gale Stokes, Three Eras of Political Change in Eastern Europe (New York: Oxford Univ. Press 1997), Chs. 1 & 10. [R]  DJK 36 S85 1997

•  January 15


II.  Historical Background (Pre-communist)


Janos, East Central Europe, Chs. 1-4


Daniel Chirot, The Origins of Backwardness in Eastern Europe (Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 1989) [R, B] HC244 O65 1989


Joseph Rothschild, East Central Europe Between the Two World Wars (Seattle: Univ. of Washington Press, 1983). [R, B] DJK 4S93 Vol. 9



Vladimir Tismaneanu, Reinventing Politics: Eastern Europe from Stalin to Havel (New York: The Free Press, 1992), Ch. 1 [R] DJK50 T57 1992

Recommended


Derek Aldcroft and Steven Morewood, Economic Change in Eastern Europe since 1918 (Aldershot, England: Edward Elgar, 1995)


John Lampe, Balkans into Southeastern Europe (New York: Palgrave, Macmillan, 2006)

•  January 22

III.  Communist Period: Institutions and Dynamics, Domestic and International


Janos, East Central Europe, Chs. 5 & 6


Ronald H. Linden and Bert A. Rockman, eds. Elite Studies and Communist Politics (Pittsburgh: University Center for International Studies, 1984), Chs. by Linden, Bielasiak, Nelson [R] HX 518 L4E39 1984


Ken Jowitt, New World Disorder: The Leninist Extinction (Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 1992) Ch. 3 [R] JC 474 J69 1992


T. H. Rigby, "Politics in the Mono-Organizational Society," in Andrew C. Janos, ed., Authoritarian Politics in Communist Europe (Berkeley: Institute of International Studies, Univ. of California, 1976). [R] JN96 A3 1976 A97


Ferenc Feher, "Eastern Europe's Long Revolution Against Yalta," in Ferenc Feher and Andrew Arato, eds., Crisis and Reform in Eastern Europe (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Pub., 1991), pp. 481-512. [R] DJK50 C75 1991


Alex Pravda, ed. The End of the Outer Empire (London: Royal Institute, 1992), Ch. 1 [R] DJK45 S65E53 1992


Ronald H. Linden, "The Security Bind in East Europe," International Studies Quarterly, (June, 1982), pp. 155-89.

•  January 29

IV. Communist Period: Political Culture


Archie Brown, ed., Political Culture and Communist Studies (New York: Macmillan, 1984), Chs. by Brown (1,8), McAuley, Miller  [R] JN6581 P63 1984b


Mark Pittaway, Eastern Europe 1939-2000, Ch. 6


Ken Jowitt, New World Disorder, Ch. 2


Gary N. Marks, "Communist party membership in five former Soviet bloc countries, 1945-1989," Communist and Post-Communist Studies, 37 (2004), pp. 241-263.

and one of the following:


Vaclav Havel, "The Power of the Powerless," in William Brinton and Alan Rinzler, eds., Without Force or Lies (San Francisco: Mercy House, Inc., 1990), [R] DJK51 W58 1990.  Also in Vaclav Havel and John Keane, eds., The Power of the Powerless: Citizens against the State in Central--Eastern Europe (London: Hutchinson, 1985). [R] DJK50 .P68 1985b 


Milan Kundera, The Joke (New York: Harper and Row, 1982) [R] 

PG5039.21.U6 Z313 1982


Czeslaw Milosz, The Captive Mind (New York: A. A. Knopf, 1953), [R] DK411 M66

•  February 5

V. The Economics of Socialism: Domestic and International

Janos Kornai, The Socialist System: The Political Economy of Communism (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1992), Parts 1 and 2 [R] HX k6715 1992 


Katherine Verdery, What Was Socialism, And What Comes Next? (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1996), Ch. 2 [R] HX 373.5 V47 1996


Katherine Verdery, The Vanishing Hectare (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2003), Pt. I, Ch. 1 [R] HD839.T7 V47 2003

Michael Marrese and Jan Vanous, Soviet Subsidization of Trade with Eastern Europe (Berkeley: Institute of International Studies, University of California, 1983) [R]  HF1421 M37

•  February 12

VII.  Revolutions of 1989:  Background and Analysis

Timothy Garton Ash, "Eastern Europe: the Year of Truth," New York Review 37(2), February 15, 1990, pp. 17-22.


Valery Bunce, Subversive Institutions (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge Univ. Press, l999), Chs. 1, 2, 4, 7 [R, B] HX 240.7 A6 B86 1999


John Glenn, Framing Democracy: Civil Society and Civic Movements in Eastern Europe (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001) [R] JN96.A58 G58 2001


Ronald H. Linden, "Analogies and the Loss of Community: Cuba and East Europe in the 1990's," in Carmelo Mesa-Lago, ed. Cuba After the Cold War (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1993), pp. 17-58 [R] HC152.5 C797 1993 


Mark Pittaway, Eastern Europe 1939-2000, Ch. 7 & 8X 2450HHX

Recommended


Gale Stokes, The Walls Came Tumbling Down: The Collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe (New York: Oxford University Press 1993) 


J. F. Brown, Surge to Freedom: The End of Communist Rule in Eastern Europe (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1993)

•  February 19

VIII. Transition and Transformation:  Pathways and Legacies

David Stark and Laszlo Bruszt, Postsocialist Pathways (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge Univ. Pr., 1998), Pts. I and II. [R] HD4140.7.S73 1998


Akos Rona-Tas, "Path Dependence and Capital Theory: Sociology of the Post-Communist Economic Transformation," East European Politics and Societies, Vol. 12, No. 1 (Winter, 1998), pp. 107-31


"Post-Communist Transformation in Eastern Europe," special issue, Comparative Political Studies (July, 1995), article by Crawford and Lijphart


Grigore Pop-Eleches, "Historical Legacies and Post-Communist Regime Change," The Journal of Politics, Vol. 69, No. 4 (November) 2007, pp. 908-926.


Keith Darden and Anna Grzymala-Busse, "The Great divide: Literacy, Natonalism, and the Communist Collapse," World Politics. Vol. 59, No. 1 (October) 2006, pp. 83-115.


Grzegorz Ekiert and Stephen E. Hanson, Capitalism and Democracy in Central and East Europe (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2001), Introd, Chs. 1, 3 [R] JN96 A58C36 2003


Michel Dobry, Ed., Democratic and Capitalist Transitions in Eastern Europe (Dordrecht, The Netherlands: Kluwer Academic Publ., 2000),  Chs. by Dobry and Federowicz, [R] HN380.7.A8 D46 2000


Graeme Gill, Democracy and Post-Communism: Political change in the post-communist world (London: Routledge, 2002), Chs. 1-2. [R] JN96.A58 G54 2002

•  February 26


IX  Postcommunist Institutions: Domestic Factors


Milada Vachudova, Europe Undivided: Democracy, Leverage, and Integration After Communism (Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2005), Chs. 1 and 2 [R, B] D2009 V33 2005

Dobry, Democratic and Capitalist Transitions, Chs. by Higley and Pakulski and by Morlino.

Anna Seleny, "Communism's Many Legacies in East-Central Europe," Journal of Democracy, Vol. 18, No. 3 (Luly) 2007, pp. 156-70


Sarah Birch, Frances Millard, Marina Popescu, Kieran Williams, Embodying Democracy: Electoral System Design in Post-Communist Europe (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2002), Chs. 1 and 9 [R] JN96 A95E5453


Conor O'Dwyer and Branislav Kovalcik, "And the Last Shall be First: Party System Institutionalization and Second-Generation Economic Reform in Postcommunist Europe," Studies in Comparative International Development, (Vol. 41, No. 4 (Winter) 2007, pp. 3-26


Richard Rose and Neil Munro, Elections and Parties in New European Democracies (Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2003), Ch. 1 and 2. [R]  JN96 A95R67 2003


Thomas Baylis, "Embattled executives: Prime ministerial weakness in East Central Europe," Communist and Post-Communist Studies, 40, 2007, pp. 81-106


Recommended


Vesselin Dimitrov, Klaus Goetz, Hellmut Wollmann, Governing After Communism: Institutions and Policymaking (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2006)

• March 5

IX  Postcommunist Institutions: International Factors


Vachudova, Europe Undivided, Chs. 3-8


Ronald H. Linden, Norms and Nannies: The Impact of International Organizations on the Central and East European States (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2002), Chs. 1, 14 [R] JN96.A58 N67 2002


Wade Jacoby, The Enlargement of the European Union and NATO: Ordering from the Menu in Central, Europe (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2004), Introd., Chs. 1, 2, 6-8 [R, B] JN96.A58 J33 2004

Wade Jacoby, "Inspiration, Coalition, and Substitution: External Influences on Postcommunist Transformation," World Politics, Vol. 58 No. 4 (July) 2006, pp. 623-51


   Frank Schimmelfennig and Ulrich Sedelmeier, The Europeanization of Central and Eastern Europe (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2005), Chs. 1 and 2 [R] 
HC240.25.E852 E975 2005

Tim Haughton, "When Does the EU Make a Difference? Conditionality and the Accession Process in Central and Eastern Europe," Political Studies Review, Vol. 5, 2007, 

pp. 233-46.


Judith Kelley, "International Actors on the Domestic Scene: Membership Conditionality and Socialization by International Institutions," International Organization, Vol. 58, No. 3 (Summer, 2004), pp. 425-59


Mitchell Orenstein, Stephen Bloom and Nicole Lindstrom, Transnational Actors in Central and East European Transitions (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh press, 2008), Ch. 1

•  March 19

X.  Postcommunist political parties 


Anna Grzymala-Busse, Rebuilding Leviathan: Parry Competition and State Exploitation in Post-Communist Democracies (New York Cambridge University Press, 2007 [R] JN96.A979 G78 2007

Paul G. Lewis, Party Development and Democratic Change in Post-Communist Europe (London: Frank Cass Pub., 2001), Chs. 1-3, 10-12. [R] JN96.A979 P384 2001

Paul G. Lewis, "Party Systems in Post-communist Central Europe: Patterns of Stability and Consolidation," Democratization, Vol. 13, No. 4 (August) 2006, pp. 562-583

Jakub Zielinski, Kazimierz M. Slomczynski, and Goldie Shabad, "Electoral Control in New Democracies: The Perverse Incentives of Fluid Party Systems," World Politics, Vol. 57, No. 3 (April) 2006, pp. 365-395

Rose and Munro, Elections and Parties in New European Democracies, Chs. 3 and 5

Marcus Kreuzer and Vello Pettai, "Political Parties and the Study of Political Development : New Insights from the Postcommunist Democracies, " World Politics, Vol. 56, No. 4 (July, 2004), pp. 608-33

Herbert Kitschelt, Zdenka Mansfeldova, Radoslaw Markowski, Gabor Toka, Post-Communist Party Systems (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1999). [R, B] JN96.A979 P67 1999

Ian McAllister and Stephen White, "Political Parties and Democratic Consolidation in Post-Communist Societies," Party Politics, Vo. 13, No. 2, 2007, pp. 197-216

Tomas Kostelecky, Political Parties after Communism: Developments in East-Central Europe (Washington: Woodrow Wilson Center Press, 2002), Chs. 3-5 [R] [IL Loan]

•  March 26

XI. Post Communist Politics: Democracy and Diffusion


Natalia Letki and Geoffrey Evans, "Endogenizing Social Trust: Democratization in East-Central Europe," British Journal of Political Science, Vol. 35, 2005, p. 515-29


Marcus A. G. Harper, “Economic Voting in Postcommunist Eastern Europe,” Comparative Political Studies, Vol. 33, No. 9 (November, 2000), pp. 1191-1227.


David R. Cameron, "Post-Communist Democracy: The Impact of the European Union," Post-Soviet Affairs, Vol. 23, 2007, pp. 185-217


Alina Mungiu-Pippidi and Denisa Mindruta, "Was Huntington Right?  Testing Cultural Legacies and the Civilization Border," International Politics, Vol. 39, No. 2 (June, 2002), pp. 193-213.


Velina P. Petrova, "Civil Society in Post-Communist Eastern Europe and Eurasia," World Development, Vol. 35, No. 7, 2007, pp. 1277-1305


"Democracy in the Post-Communist World," East European Politics and Societies, Special Issue, Vol. 21, No. 1 (Winter) 2007, article by Ekiert, Kubik and Vachudova


Hans-Dieter Klingemann, Dieter Fuchs and Jan Zielonka, Eds., Democracy and Political Culture in Eastern Europe (New York: Routledge, 2006), Part I


Valerie Bunce and Sharon Wolchik, "International diffusion and postcommunist electoral revolutions," Communist and Post-Communist Studies, Vol. 39, 2006, pp. 283-304

• April 2

XII.  Postcommunist Political Economy


Steven Fish,  "The Determinants of Economic Reform in the Post-Communist World,  East European Politics and Societies, Vol.. 12, No. 1 (Winter, 1998), pp. 1-30.


Joel Hellman, "Winners Take All: The Politics of Partial Reform in Post-Communist Transition, World Politics, Vol 50, No. 2 (January, 1998), pp 203-34.


 Ekiert and Hanson, Capitalism and Democracy in Central and East Europe, Ch. 4.


Verdery, The Vanishing Hectare, Chs. 2-4.


Rachel A. Epstein, In Pursuit of Liberalism: International Institutions in Postcommunist Europe (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008), Chs. 1-3 and Conclusion [Hillman or IL Loan]


Orenstein, Bloom and Lindstrom, Transnational Actors in Central and East European Transitions, Ch. by Johnson


Dorothee Bohle and Bela Greskovits, "Neoliberalism, Embedded Neoliberalism and Neocorporatism: Toward Transnational Capitalism in Central-Eastern Europe," West European Politics, Vo. 30, No. 3 (May) 2007, pp 443-66

•  April 9

XIII.  PostCommunist Political Culture: Civil Society and Nationalism


George Schopflin, Nations, Identity, Power (New York: New York University Press, 2000), Parts I and II [R] JC311 .S34 2000
Vladimir Tismaneanu, Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism and Myth

in Post-Communist Europe (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, l998). [R] JA84 E92 T57 1998

Stephen Shulman, "Challenging the Civic/Ethnic and West/East Dichotomies on the Study of Nationalism," Comparative Political Studies, Vol. 35, No. 5 (June) 2002, pp. 554-85.


Thomas Carothers, “Civil Society,” Foreign Policy, No. 117 (Winter), 1999-2000,

pp. 18-29.


Marc Morje Howard, “The Weakness of Postcommunist Civil Society,” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 13, No. 1 (January, 2002), pp. 157-69.


Jan Kubik, "How to study Civil Society: The State of the Art and What to do Next," East European Politics and Societies, Vol. 19, N. 1  (Winter, 2005), pp. 105-20 [NOTE: Errata page from subsequent issue will be provided.]


Valerie Bunce, "The National Idea: Imperial Legacies and Post-Communist Pathways in Eastern Europe," East European Politics and Societies, Vol. 19, No. 3 (Summer, 2005), pp. 406-442.

•  April 16

XIV.  Transition, Transformation, Consolidation


Juan Linz and Alfred Stepan, Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Univ. Press, l996) Pts. I and IV.  [R, B] JC 421 L56 1996


"The Revolutions of 1989: Lessons of the First Post-Communist Decade" EEPS Roundtable, East European Politics and Societies (Spring, l999), pp. 231-363.


Paul Blokker, "Post-Communist Modernization:, Transition Studies, and Diversity in Europe" European Journal of Social Theory, Vol. 8, No. 4, 2005, pp. 503-25

Dobry, Democratic and Capitalist Transitions, Ch. by Schmitter and Guilhot


Michael McFaul, "The Fourth Wave of Democracy and Dictatorship:  Noncooperative Transition in the Postcommunist World," in Michael McFaul and Kathryn Stoner-Weiss, eds., After the Collapse of Communism: Comparative Lessons of Transition (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2004), pp. 58-95 [R] JN96.A58 A34 2004

Shale Horowitz, "Sources of Postcommunist Democratization: Economic Structure, Political Culture, War, and Political Institutions," Nationalities Papers, Vol. 31, No. 2 (June, 2003), pp 119-37.


Charles King, "Post-Postcommunism: Transition, Comparison, and the End of 'Eastern Europe,'" World Politics, Vol. 53, No.   (October, 2000), pp. 143-72.

•  April 23

XV Transition to Democracy: Comparing Across Systems


Thomas Carothers, The End of the Transition Paradigm,” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 13, No. 1 (January, 2002) pp. 5-21.


Dobry, Democratic and Capitalist Transitions, Ch. by Bunce.


Howard Wiarda, “Southern Europe, Eastern Europe, and Comparative Politics: “Transitology” and the Need for New Theory,” East European Politics and Societies, Vol. 15, No. 3 (Fall, 2001), pp. 485-501


Bela Greskovits, "The Path-Dependence of Transitology" and following comments by Offe and Bunce, in Bonker, Muller and Pickel, Postcommunist Transition and the Social Sciences, Chs. 11-13.


Jack Bielesiak, "Party competition in emerging democracies: Representation and effectiveness in post-communism and beyond," Democratization (Demokratizatsya), Vol. 12, Issue 3 (June 2005), pp. 331-56.


Samuel Huntington, "How Countries Democratize," Political Science Quarterly, 106(4) (Winter, 1991), pp. 579-610.

Gerardo Munck and Carol Leff, "Modes of Transition and Democratization" Comparative Politics (April, l997), pp. 343-62.

