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EAST EUROPE IN WORLD POLITICS


Over the past two decades the states of Central and Southeast Europe have been undergoing a transformation of their domestic political and economic systems and their international orientation.  In doing so, they are dealing with the legacy of more than forty years of communist rule, the upheaval involved in changing political and economic systems, and the expectations and apprehensions of their new American and European allies and once dominant neighbors like Russia. This course is aimed at exploring the background and dynamics of these challenges and the paths these states have taken.


The course will begin by moving quickly over the pre-World War II history of these states and will then discuss the workings of the communist systems in the region.  We will spend time on the revolutions of 1989 and on the creation of democratic and market institutions that has followed. We will also consider the powerful role of resurgent nationalism especially its most tragic manifestation, the wars in what was formerly Yugoslavia.


A special theme throughout the course will be the region’s involvement in world politics; that is, the way it has affected and been affected by its international political, economic and security environment.  Thus we will examine the impact in all directions of the enlargement of NATO and the European Union.  We will also begin exploring the dynamics of relations along Europe's new East-West frontier.

Expectations.  It will be enormously helpful for a student in this course to have had a course on twentieth century European or East European history, Soviet/Russian politics, history or foreign policy or international relations, but these are not required.  I will be happy to suggest additional readings to help students fill in gaps in their background knowledge.


It is expected that students will keep up with the reading, especially as it is not a burdensome amount, and that they attend class regularly.  There will be a midterm exam, a final exam and a term paper.  More information about these will be provided during the term.  

Readings


Readings for the course take several forms and are available at the bookstore, on Hillman Library Reserve and on the Courseweb site for this course.  


At the Bookstore. This book is available for purchase:

Joseph Rothschild and Nancy Wingfield, Return to Diversity, Fourth Edition,   


(New York: Oxford University Press, 2008)

            On Reserve at Hillman Library

A copy of Three Eras of Political Change in Eastern Europe (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997) by Gale Stokes is available on Reserve as are some articles listed below from Current History, Foreign Affairs and the Journal of Communist Studies and Transition Politics. These items are marked "(Reserve)" in the syllabus.




  
            Electronic Copies 

All other items are available electronically either through Courseweb, Hillman Electronic Reserve or Pittcat.  To access these items, use one of the following methods:
1) Through Courseweb:  From Courseweb (http://courseweb.pitt.edu/ ) click on this course.  Electronic items are linked through the "Course Documents" tab.

2) Through Hillman Library:   Go to Pittcat, click on "Course Reserves" and then search under my name.  When the course comes up, use the password I will give you in class to access a list of items available. 

3) Through Pittcat (for articles only): Use an authorized Pitt-linked computer to get to Pittcat.  Click on "Search by Author/Title/Subject," highlight "Journal Title", then put in the title of the journal, e.g. Problems of Post-Communism, Journal of Democracy, etc.  In the search results click on the journal title (if there is more than one, use the one showing the availability of "electronic resources").  In the Long Record form, click on "Access for Pitt users...".  That will bring you to the EBSCO or MUSE page for that journal.  Click or scroll to the year and date of the issue needed, then the article, which can be opened and downloaded in HTML or PDF format.

Topics
August   26

Introduction to the Course and the Region


   28








Reading:   Gale Stokes, Three Eras of Political Change in 


                                                               

Eastern Europe, Chapter 1 (Reserve).

Sept.
  2, 4

Historical and Ideological Roots and Branches

              9

Reading:   Rothschild and Wingfield, Return to Diversity, 

     
pp. 1-59.

Sept.   11, 16
 
Communist Power and Soviet Empire

           18





Reading:   Rothschild and Wingfield, pp. 61-117.

Sept.   23, 25

Challenges in Central and East Europe





Reading:   Rothschild and Wingfield, pp. 118-80.

Sept.  30

NO CLASS

Oct.     2, 7

The Revolutions of 1989: Domestic and International Factors





Reading:   Rothschild and Wingfield, pp. 181-209.

Oct.    9

A New East Europe in a New World





Reading:   Rothschild and Wingfield, pp. 211-243.

Oct. 14


NO CLASS (Monday classes meet.)

OCTOBER   16  
MIDTERM EXAM

Oct. 
 21, 23
            The Tragedy of Yugoslavia, and After




            Reading: Gale Stokes, Three Eras of Political Change in 


                                                               
Eastern Europe, Chapter 7 (Reserve)

"Blow West," Economist.com, May 12, 2008.

Jovan Jovanovic, Serbia: Socialists Redux ," Transitions Online, 7 July 2008 

Charlemagne, "Balkan exceptionalism," Economist.com, May 15, 2008.

Oct.     28, 30
The United States and Europe in the Region:

Nov.      4
     Bosnia and Kosovo


           Reading: Lenard J. Cohen, "The Balkans Tens Years After: 

                          From Dayton to the Edge of Democracy," 


                          Current  History, Vol. 104, No. 685 (Nov., 


                          2005) (Reserve).

              Marius Søberg, "Empowering Local Elites in

Bosnia and Herzegovina: The Dayton Decade,"         Problems of Post-Communism (May/June, 2006), Vol. 53., No. 3. 

Don Hays and Jason Crosby, "From Dayton to Brussels," USIP, Special Report, October, 2006.

Kurt Bassuener, "Bosnia: Waiting for Superman," Transitions Online, June 25, 2007.


Lidija Topic, "Bosnia: Fast or Slow Speed to the EU?" Transitions Online, 1 July 2008.

Tihomir Loza, "Bosnia: A Merry Dance," Transitions Online, 11 March 2008.

Miroslav Ajder, "Bosnia: To Be or Not to Be a Nation," Transitions Online, 6 May 2008.

"Kosovo: The world's newest state," Economist.com, Feb. 21, 2008.

Charles Kupchan, "Serbia's Final Frontier?" Foreign Affairs, Vol. 87, No. 2 (March) 2008 (Reserve).

Nov.          6, 11
The United States and Europe in the Region:

                13
        The Enlargement of the EU and NATO







Reading: David Lane, "Post-Communist States and the 





    European Union, Journal of Communist Studies 





    and Transition Politics, Vol. 23, No. 4 






    (December) 2007, pp. 461-77. (Reserve)

 Jiri Pehe, "Consolidating Free Government in the                        
New EU," and Alina Mungiu-Pippidi, "Beyond 
New Borders," in Journal of Democracy, Vol. 
15, No. 1 (January), 2004, pp. 36-62. 


Robin Shepherd, "Romania, Bulgaria, and the 
EU's Future," Current History, Vol. 106, No. 698 
(March) 2007, pp. 117-122. (Reserve)


Jim Seroka, "Security Considerations in the 
Western Balkans: NATO's Evolution and 
Expansion," East European Quarterly, Vol. XLI, 
No. 1 (March) 2007, pp. 25-38.

  F. Stephen Larrabee, "Enlargement and its 
Discontents," Politique ètrangére, 2: 2007, pp. 1-
11.

Nov.   18, 20

A New Cold War: The US, Russia and the New Europe

           25





Reading: F. Stephen Larrabee, "Danger and Opportunity






    in Eastern Europe," Foreign Affairs, Vol. 85, No. 





    6 (Nov./Dec.) 2006, pp. 117-31.






    Stefan Wagstyl, "Central and Eastern Europe: 





    Living in the long shadow of a resurgent Russia," 




    Ft.com, Dec. 15, 2006.






    "Croatia: The Russians Are Coming," Transitions






    Online, 12 March 2008.






    Wess Mitchell, “Mending Fences: Repairing 





    U.S.-Central European Relations After Iraq,” 





    Center for European Policy Analysis, July 8, 





    2008.

Dec. 
2, 4           
Where Does Europe End? The New Democracies and Their 





Neighbors





Reading: Richard Rose, "Learning to Support New 





    Regimes in Europe," Journal of Democracy, Vol. 



    18., No. 3 (July ) 2007, pp, 111-125. 






    Jeannette Goehring and Kristie Evenson, 





    "Eastern Europe: Wrong Turn," Transitions 




    Online, July 2, 2007.






    Wess Mitchell, "The Mice That Roared," 






     Center for European Policy Analysis, July 10, 





    2008.






    The Balkans: Paramilitaries and Profiteers,






    Transitions Online, 6 June 2008.






    Tihomir Loza, "Kosovo: The Balkan Factor,"






    Transitions Online, 8 January 2008.






    Ronald Asmus, "Europe's Eastern Promise," Foreign 




    Affairs, Vol. 87, No. 1 (Jan./Feb.) 2008, pp. 95-106. 

DECEMBER 11        FINAL EXAM  


10:00 AM -11:50 AM

Students with disabilities:
If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you are encouraged to contact both your instructor and Disability Resources and Services (DRS), 216 William Pitt Union, 412-648-7890 or 412-383-7355 (TTY) as early as possible in the term.  DRS will verify your disability and determine reasonable accommodations for this course.
