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The Course

The aim of this course is to explore the nature of the phenomenon known as “foreign policy,” which refers mainly to the orientation and actions of nation states toward their external environment.  In recent years that environment has changed dramatically, posing new challenges for states large and small alike.  This course will focus primarily on the world’s major powers but will intersperse a discussion of these states’ foreign policies with consideration of how the nature of their power, as well as the milieu within which they act, has changed.  At the same time, we will also look at the way in which foreign policy can be studied in an attempt to expand our ability to deal analytically with this form of international behavior.


The course has no prerequisites but it will be helpful if you have had an introductory world politics course or one in twentieth century history.  Since the course has a contemporary focus, I urge everyone to keep upon current events through daily reading of a national newspaper such as the New York Times or Washington Post or a reliable news website, such as CNN.Com.

Grading


Grades in the course will be determined by a midterm and final exam, two papers, participation in a class-run simulation and attendance.   The forms and weights of the requirements will be explained during the term.  Please note: The class simulation will take place on the weekend of April 5 and 6 and is mandatory.
Reading

Two items are available at the bookstore for this course:

Foreign Policy in Comparative Perspective, edited by Ryan K. Beasley, Juliet Kaarbo, 


Jeffrey S. Lantis, and Michael T. Snarr (Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2002)

World Politics 07/08,  Annual Editions, edited by Helen Purkitt (Guilford, CN: 


McGraw-Hill/Dushkin, 2008)


Other items are to be found on Hillman reserve, are posted on this course’s Courseweb website, or are available through the Internet.  Accessing materials is explained on the extra sheet of this syllabus.

Course Outline

Weeks  I & II
The Changing Context: Foreign Policies in a New World:


Reading:  Foreign Policy, Chapter 1



    Stanley Hoffmann, "Clash of Globalizations," Foreign Affairs, Vol. 81, 



    
No. 4 (July/August) 2002, pp. 104-15.



    Lawrence Freedman, "War," Foreign Policy, 






(Jul/Aug2003) Issue 137, pp. 16-24.



    World Politics, Chapter 4

Weeks III & IV

The Changing Role of the United States


Reading: Joshua Goldstein, “Foreign Policy” International Relations, Chapter 4, 




pp. 122-45



   Ivo H. Daalder and James S. Linsay, "Bush's Revolution," Current



History, Vol. 102, No. 667 (November), 2003, pp. 367-376. 



   World Politics, Chapter 12



  “The National Security Strategy of the United States,” available at:



   
< http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nss/2006/ > and on the Courseweb



    
website.

Weeks V & VI

Separate and Together: A New Europe


Reading:  Foreign Policy, Chapters 2, 3 & 4



    World Politics, Chapters 5. 16, 17



    “A Secure Europe in a Better World,” available at:



    
<http://ue.eu.int/cms3_fo/showPage.ASP?id=266&lang=EN&mode=g>



    
and on the Courseweb website.
Week VII & VIII

Old and New Russia


           Reading:  Foreign Policy,  Chapter 5



Andrei Tsygankov, "Projecting Confidence Not Fear: Russia's




Post-Imperial Assertiveness," Orbis, (Fall) 2006, pp. 677-90.


                           World Politics, Chapters 18


                           “The National Security Concept of the Russian Federation” available




at: <http://www.nyu.edu/globalbeat/nuclear/Gazeta012400.html>




and on the Courseweb website.

MIDTERM EXAM:  February 26, 2008

Week IX

Hard and Soft Power after the Cold War






Reading: Keir A. Lieber and Daryl G. Press, "The Rise of US Nuclear





Primacy," Foreign Affairs, Vol. 82, No. 2 (March/April)





2006, pp. 42-54.




Joseph Nye, "Hard Power, Soft Power, and 'The War on





Terrorism," in American Power in the Twenty-First




Century, edited by David Held and Mathias





Koenig-Archibugi (Malden, MA: Polity Press, 2004),





pp. 114-33.




World Politics, Chapters 8, 9

Weeks X & XI

Globalization: The Haves and the Have-Nots

             Reading: World Politics, Chapters 1, 22, 24, 38, 39

Week XI

The East is Green and Red: Japan and China 

        Reading:  Foreign Policy, Chapters 6 & 7



World Politics, Chapter 2



Peter Van Ness, "China's Response to the Bush Doctrine,"




World Policy Journal, Vol. 21 Issue 4 (Winter),




 2004/2005, pp. 38-47.



Sheng Bijian, "China's 'Peaceful Rise' to Great Power




Status," Foreign Affairs, Vol. 84, No. 5 (Sept./Oct.)




2005, pp. 18-24.



David Zweig and Bi Jianhai, "China's Global Hunt for




Energy," Foreign Affairs, Vol. 84, No. 5 (Sept./Oct.)




2005, pp. 25-38.

SIMULATION:  Saturday and Sunday, April 5 and 6, 2008

  

Week XIII

Old Institutions and New Challenges

            Reading:  World Politics, Chapters 26, 33, 34, 35

  
 
     Bruce Riedel, "Al Qaeda Strikes Back," Foreign Affairs



Vol. 86, No. 3 (May/June) 2007, pp. 24-40.

Week XIV

Foreign Policy Analysis: A Summation


Reading:  Foreign Policy, Chapter 15

FINAL EXAM:  April 24, 2008, 4:00-5:50 PM 

