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Dear Colleague,

 
The impact of values on scientific practice and its credibility form the core topics that we will explore in the NEH Summer Institute on Science and Values, June 23 -July 25, 2003. In that endeavor we will engage in philosophical analyses of general issues by discussing questions about types of values, the ideal of value free science, the underdetermination of theory by facts, the nature of norms, value pluralism and objectivity. In addition to the general philosophical issues we will focus on a series of cases studies on agriculture, cognitive science, mental illness, archeology and ecology. At a time when science is on center stage in the media delivering us prescriptions and proscriptions for living a healthier life, saving the planet, or succeeding economically and politically, and the government and the courts are relying increasingly on scientific experts in making policy and judgments; responsible, reflective citizens need to be equipped to navigate through the entangled straits of fact and value.

Our discussions will be led by Peter Machamer and Sandra Mitchell, both professors in the department of history and philosophy of science at the University of Pittsburgh. Both are committed to the view that a fine-grained analysis of the types and roles of values is required to adequately counter the false dichotomy between value-free objectivity and ideologically biased pseudo-science. Peter’s perspective derives from historical investigations of science, especially of Galileo, whose story cannot be severed from the religious and political context of the time. In addition he has focused his philosophical eye on conceptual issues in cognitive science, neuroscience and psychology. Recently Peter has been elaborating a view of mechanisms as central to scientific research and explanation. Sandra’s interests have resided in epistemological and metaphysical puzzles in the biological and social sciences, and, at times, at their intersection. Her concentration on the explanation of complex behaviors have led her to refigure our philosophical understanding of scientific laws. (Full CVs for Machamer and Mitchell available at www.pitt.edu/~hpsdept.) In addition to the resident directors, guest faculty will join the group each week to lead us through the particular issues that drive their research. They are Hugh Lacey (Swarthmore), Paul Griffiths (University of Pittsburgh), Dominic Murphy (CalTech), Alison Wylie (Washington University), and Kristen Schrader-Frechette (Notre Dame).


Recommended pre-seminar readings that set the stage for contemporary developments are:

1) C.G. Hempel, [1960] "Science and Human Values" in C.G. Hempel, Aspects of Scientifc Explanation. New York; Free Press, 1965.

2) Thomas Kuhn, [1973] "Objectivity, Values and Theory Choice" in Kuhn, The Essential Tension, University  of Chicago Press, 1977.

3) Larry Laudan, [1984] Science and Values, University of California Press.

A fuller schedule of dates, topics and readings may be found on our Sciences and Values website [http://www.pitt.edu/~pkmach/valuesci.htm].

Participants for this Institute will be drawn from a variety of scholarly backgrounds each bringing different perspectives to the discussions. There are no prerequisites for participants, but we hope your letters will indicate the source and nature of your interests in the values and science question. We will meet four days a week over a period of five weeks for a mix of lectures and discussions. (A short version of this schedule is posted on our website). Participants will be paired up to lead discussions at the end of each week on the pertinent readings and issues. We will ask that the notes for these presentations be written up and we will make them available to the group. The directors will meet with each participant at the beginning and end of the Institute, with the presenters in advance of their assigned session as well as being available for individual conversations with any member of the group during the Institute. In addition there will be optional meetings of two kinds for interested parties. Curricular design collaboration will be scheduled towards the end of the institute, and the products of these meetings will be distributed to the group. Also, some participants might want to use the institute to inaugurate or develop a specific research paper in the area. Optional sessions for discussions of individual research on work-in-progress will be scheduled for this purpose. 


While at the University of Pittsburgh, participants will be able to make use of the library facilities, the computer labs and the recreation facilities. They will be issued Pitt identification cards as Visiting Scholars. Pitt offers significant resources in philosophy of science, including the Archives for Scientific Philosophy, which houses the papers of such luminaries as Hans Reichenbach, Carl Hempel, Rudolf Carnap, and Frank Ramsey. There are seven computer labs that may be accessed by the NEH Institute participants. Of course, you are more than welcome to bring along your own laptop. Internet access is available from the labs. Please visit www.pitt.edu for more detailed information about University facilities. 


There will be alternative types of housing available for participants. We have arranged with Pitt for low cost student housing at Bouquet Gardens.  These are new furnished apartment-style residences with 4 single rooms, 2 bathrooms, a kitchen, and living room. The units are air-conditioned (very important in Pittsburgh in the summer!) and are just a couple of blocks from the Cathedral of Learning where the Institute sessions will meet.  The cost is only $25 per person per night  (based on full suites).  For more information specifically on Bouquet Gardens, see http://www.pc.pitt.edu/hsbouquet.html and http://www.pitt.edu/~property/bgpics.htm
We also are exploring the possibility of student apartment subletting for the 5 weeks. Information about this too will be posted as soon as it should become available.

In addition, there are two hotels near the University specifically designed for extended visits. These are 

The Shadyside Inn 
-Phone Number: (412) 441-4444
http://www.shadysideinn.com/suites.html
-Rate: 
one bedroom-$1795.50 for 30 days and $59.85/day after initial 30 days

studio-$1615.50 for 30 days and $53.85/day after initial 30 days

-Accommodation:  Includes includes a remote control color T.V., VCR, Telephone answering machine (with remote access and free local calls), plush carpeting, completely equipped kitchen with microwave, coffeemaker, service for four, and towels and linens.
-Location/transportation: approximately 1 mile from the University, buses run past Inn to and from campus frequently, and the Inn offers a shuttle service once a day.

Marriott Residence Inn

-Phone Number: (412) 621-2200
http://www.marriott.com/dpp/PropertyPage.asp?MarshaCode=PITRO
-Rate: one bedroom-$69/night
-Accommodation: separate sleeping and living areas and fully equipped kitchens
-Location/transportation: approximately 1/3 mile from campus, a shuttle service is available from 7:00 am to 10:00 pm. 

-General: The Marriott offers guests a hot breakfast every morning and dinner once a week. Also, no tax is added to fees for stays over 30 days. 

For these two facilities it is most important to note the following: 

a. When booking your room(s), be sure to tell the sales representative that you are part of the Science and Values Institute at the University of Pittsburgh. This affiliation should be enough to ensure you the discounted rates. 

b. You must stay at either the Shadyside Inn or the Marriott for 30 consecutive days in order to receive the quoted rates. If you plan to leave town for a weekend and do not want to continue paying for your hotel accommodations, then you may not have the above rates available to you.

c. Other hotels are also available near the University, although their rates are higher:


-Holiday Inn: (412) 682-6200


-Wyndham Garden Hotel: (412) 683-2040 

The stipend for our 5-week institute is $3,250. This will be paid in two checks, one when you arrive and the second about halfway through the session. The costs for travel and residence may exceed this amount, so you might want to apply to your home institute for additional travel money.

Pittsburgh offers many cultural and recreational activities during the months of June and July. We are planning to have a "movie night" on campus for our group to view films that highlight the issues we are discussing in our more serious moments. We will also arrange a few excursions and activities for the group, these might include a trip to Frank Lloyd Wright's Fallingwater, and a Pirate's baseball game. The excursions are optional and a fee to cover expenses will be charged for those who wish to participate. There are lots of music venues in Pittsburgh (which is the home of the International Academy of Jazz Hall of Fame) including free concerts in the parks (see http://www.wyep.org/ for concert schedules) as well as plays and movies. The University of Pittsburgh is an urban campus and there is accessible public transportation to downtown and other areas of the city. For more information about what goes on in the ‘Burgh, you might check:

http://www.visitpittsburgh.com/cvbonline/
http://www.pittsburgh.com/
The free newspaper, City Paper, is a font of information about music, plays, films, and other events. It also lists clubs and restaurants. It comes out on Thursdays, and is available at many locations around town, including the basement of the Cathedral of Learning.

Application information is attached to this letter or available on the website. Your completed application should be postmarked no later than March 1, 2003, and should be addressed as follows: 

Science and Values Institute

P. Machamer and S. Mitchell

Dept. of History and Philosophy of Science

1017 CL

University of Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh, PA 15260

Or, you may email your materials no later than 12 midnight on March 1, 2003, to valuesci@pitt.edu.

Perhaps the most important part of the application is the essay that must be submitted as part of the complete application. This essay should include any personal and academic information that is relevant; reasons for applying to the particular project; your interest, both intellectual and personal, in the topic; qualifications to do the work of the project and make a contribution to it; what you hope to accomplish by participation, including any individual research and writing projects; and the relation of the study to your teaching.

We look forward to your application; please email us at valuesci@pitt.edu if you have any other questions about the NEH Institute on Values and Science.

Sincerely,
 

Sandra D. Mitchell, Professor



Peter K. Machamer, Professor
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