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Cultural competence is a major component of the nursing 
curriculum, and is a central value in the profession.  Students are 
assigned to care for clients from other countries, and interact with an 
international health team in the clinical setting.  Students must be 
prepared to practice with an understanding of the global community.  
Of equal importance is the fact that knowledge of other cultures and 
experiences outside one’s own environment opens the mind and 
provides a broad education.  The literature and students’ own words 
support the fact that study abroad increases confidence, offers 
professional growth, helps to clarify values, and can have a profound 
and lasting effect.  The study abroad programs offered by the School 
of Nursing provide the nursing student unique opportunities to grow 
professionally and personally. 

Because nursing courses are offered sequentially, often students do not want to 
take an entire term off campus to study abroad.  Therefore, the School of Nursing has 
developed several short courses in a variety of foreign countries with a focus on health 
care delivery and nursing in the respective sites.  Courses are conducted in English or 
with the aid of an interpreter, and are placed at the end of the junior year when students 
have a broad background in clinical nursing.  Jacqueline Lamb, Ph.D., R.N., who has 
worked in Germany and England and studied in Italy, conducts the programs in 
Switzerland and Sicily. Please refer to the presentation for more detail. 

To reach Jacqueline Lamb:  email: jla100@pitt.edu

STUDY ABROAD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF STUDY ABROAD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
PITTSBURGH SCHOOL OF NURSINGPITTSBURGH SCHOOL OF NURSING

Click here for 
Powerpoint
presentation


