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Machery Edouard 
Current Position 

Associate Professor, Department of History and Philosophy of Science, University of 
Pittsburgh 
Secondary Appointment, Department of Philosophy, University of Pittsburgh 
Resident Fellow of the Center for Philosophy of Science, University of Pittsburgh 
Member of the Center for the Neural Basis of Cognition, University of Pittsburgh-
Carnegie Mellon University 
 

Areas of Specialization 

Philosophy of psychology, Philosophy of mind, Experimental philosophy 
 

Areas of Competence 

Philosophy of biology, General philosophy of science 
 

Academic Employment 

2008-present Associate Professor, University of Pittsburgh, Department of 
History and Philosophy of Science 

2006-present Secondary appointment, University of Pittsburgh, Department of 
Philosophy 

January 
2009-June 
2009 

Visiting Associate Professor, Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Caltech 

2004-2008 Assistant Professor, University of Pittsburgh, Department of 
History and Philosophy of Science 

2003-2004 Visiting Researcher, Max-Planck Institute for Human 
Development, Center for Adaptive Behavior and Cognition, 
Berlin, Germany 

1997-1998 Invited Professor of French language and literature, Boston 
College (USA, MA), Roman languages and literatures department 

 

Education 

2000-2004 PhD, Université de Paris-Sorbonne, Philosophy Department 

Department of History and 
Philosophy of Science 

University of Pittsburgh 
1017CL 

Pittsburgh PA15260 USA 
machery@pitt.edu 
+ 1 412 624 5883 
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1999 Agrégation de philosophie 

1995-2000 Ecole Normale Supérieure, rue d’Ulm, Philosophy Department 
 

Awards, Grants and Fellowships 

2007, June “Moral Psychology: Building a Link between Moral Philosophy and 
Psychology”, A&S Faculty Research and Scholarship Program, 
University of Pittsburgh ($5,000) 

2005, May “Understanding Racial Categorization: Toward an Integrative 
Framework?”, Small Grants Program, University of Pittsburgh 
($6,100). 

2004, Nov. Travel grant, PSA, Austin, November 18-20, 2004 

2003-2004  DAAD fellowship, Deutscher Akademischer Austausch Dienst  

2003, Sept. Travel award, SOPHA 2003, Montréal, Canada, September 26-28, 
2003 

2000-2003 “Allocataire de recherche”, three-year research fellowship, 
University of Paris-Sorbonne, Philosophy Department 

2000-2002 “Moniteur”, teaching fellowship, University of Paris-Sorbonne 

 

Publications 

Books 

1. Machery, E. 2009. Doing without Concepts. New York: Oxford University Press. 

2. Machery, E., and Begorre-Bret, C. 2000. Philosophie, Terminales L-ES-S-STT, Sujets et 
corrigés. Paris: Bréal. 

 

Edited Books 

1. Dutant, J., Knobe, J., Nichols, S., and Machery, E. In preparation. La philosophie 
expérimentale.  

2. Werning, M., Hinzen, W., and Machery, E. Under contract. The Oxford Handbook 
of Compositionality. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

3. Werning, M., Machery, E., and Schurz, G. 2005. The Compositionality of Concepts and 
Meanings: Foundational Issues. Frankfurt: Ontos. 

4. Machery, E., Werning, M., and Schurz, G. 2005. The Compositionality of Concepts and 
Meanings: Applications to Linguistics, Psychology and Neuroscience. Frankfurt: Ontos. 
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Edited Journal Issues 

1. Machery, E., Lombrozo, T., and Knobe, J. Forthcoming. Review of Philosophy and 
Psychology. Special issue on Psychology and Experimental Philosophy, Volume I. 

2. Machery, E., Lombrozo, T., and Knobe, J. Forthcoming. Review of Philosophy and 
Psychology. Special issue on Psychology and Experimental Philosophy, Volume II. 

3. Athané, F., Machery, E., and Silberstein, M. 2006. Matière Première. Nature et 
Naturalisations. Paris: Syllepse. 

 

Articles  

1. Sytsma, J., and Machery, E. Forthcoming. Two conceptions of subjective experience. 
Philosophical Studies. 

2. Machery, E. Forthcoming. Why I stopped worrying about the definition of life… And 
why you should as well. Synthese. 

3. Machery, E., Faucher, L., and Kelly, D., Forthcoming. On the alleged inadequacy of 
psychological explanations of racism. The Monist. 

4. Machery, E., Olivola, C., and De Blanc, M. Forthcoming. Linguistic and metalinguistic 
intuitions in the philosophy of language. Analysis. 

5. Machery, E. Forthcoming. Do we talk to be relevant? Biology & Philosophy. 

6. Griffiths, P. E., Machery, E., and Linquist, S. Forthcoming. The vernacular concept of 
innateness. Mind & Language. 

7. Machery, E. Forthcoming. The bleak implications of moral psychology. Neuroethics. 

8. Mallon, R., Machery, E., Nichols, S., and Stich, S. Forthcoming. Against arguments 
from reference. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research. 

9. Faucher, L., and Machery, E. 2009. Racism: Against Garcia’s psychological and moral 
monism. Philosophy of the Social Sciences, 39, 41-62. 

10. Sytsma, J., and Machery, E. 2009. How to study intuitions about consciousness. 
Philosophical Psychology, 22, 21-35. 

a. Translated and reprinted in Dutant, J. et al. (Eds.). In Preparation. La 
philosophie expérimentale. Paris: Vuibert. 

11. Katsikopoulos, K., Pachur, T., Machery, E., and Wallin, A. 2008. From Meehl (1954) 
to Fast and Frugal Heuristics (and back): New insights into how to bridge the clinical-
actuarial divide. Theory & Psychology, 18, 4, 443-464. 
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12. Machery, E. 2008. Modularity and the flexibility of human cognition. Mind & 
Language, 23, 263-272. 

13. Griffiths, P. E., and Machery, E. 2008. Innateness, canalization, and ‘biologicizing the 
mind’. Philosophical Psychology, 21, 397-414. 

14. Machery, E. 2008. A plea for human nature. Philosophical Psychology, 21, 321-330. 

a. Translated and reprinted in T. Heams, P. Huneman, Lecointre, G., and 
Silberstein, M. (Eds.). 2009. Les mondes darwiniens. Paris: Syllepse. 

15. Machery, E. 2008. The folk concept of intentional action: Philosophical and 
psychological issues. Mind & Language, 23, 165-189. 

a. Translated and reprinted in Dutant, J. et al. (Eds.). In Preparation. La 
philosophie expérimentale. Paris: Vuibert. 

16. Machery, E. 2007. Massive modularity and brain evolution. Philosophy of Science, 74, 
825-838. 

17. Livengood, J., and Machery, E. 2007. The folk probably don’t think what you think 
they think: Experiments on causation by absence. Midwest Studies in Philosophy, 31, 107-
127. 

18. Faucher, L., and Machery, E. 2007. La construction sociale et le concept de race. 
Enquête, 6, 213-241. 

19. Machery, E. 2007. Concept empiricism: A methodological critique. Cognition, 104, 19-
46. 

20. Machery, E. 2007. 100 years of psychology of concepts: The theoretical notion of 
concept and its operationalization. Studies in History and Philosophy of Biological and 
Biomedical Sciences, 38, 63-84.  

21. Machery, E. 2006. How to split concepts: Reply to Piccinini and Scott. Philosophy of 
Science, 73, 410-418. 

22. Machery, E. 2006. Two Dogmas of Neo-Empiricism. Philosophy Compass, 1, 4, 398-412. 

23. Machery, E., and Barrett, C. 2006. Debunking Adapting Minds. Philosophy of Science, 73, 
232-246. 

24. Machery, E., and Faucher, L. 2005. Social construction and the concept of race. 
Philosophy of Science, 72, 1208-1219. 

25. Machery, E. 2005. Concepts are not a natural kind. Philosophy of Science, 72, 444-467. 

26. Machery, E. 2005. You don’t know how you think: Introspection and language of 
thought. The British Journal for the Philosophy of Science, 56, 469-485. 
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27. Machery, E. 2004. Pour une approche évolutionniste de la cognition animale. Dialogue, 
Revue Canadienne de Philosophie, 43, 4, 731-745.  

28. Machery, E., Mallon, R., Nichols, S., and Stich, S. P. 2004. Semantics, Cross-
cultural style. Cognition, 92, 3, B1-B12. 

a. Reprinted in Knobe, J., and Nichols, S. (Eds.) 2008. Experimental 
Philosophy (pp. 47-60). Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

b. Translated and reprinted in Dutant, J. et al. (Eds.). In Preparation. La 
philosophie expérimentale. Paris: Vuibert. 

29. Machery, E. 2004. Catégorisation et attribution de propriétés. Les Cahiers 
Philosophiques de Strasbourg, Concepts et catégories, 17, premier semestre 2004, 119-147. 

30. Machery, E. 2002. Compositionnalité, composition conceptuelle, combinaison 
prototypique. In Cognito, Revue Francophone Internationale en Sciences Cognitives, 22, 5-
26. 

 

Book Chapters 

1. Machery, E. Forthcoming. Variation in intuitions about reference and ontological 
disagreement. In S. D. Hales (Ed.), A Companion to Relativism. Wiley-Blackwell.  

2. Machery, E. Forthcoming. Developmental disorders and cognitive architecture. In A. 
De Block and P. Adriaens (Eds.), Darwin and Psychiatry: Philosophical Perspectives. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 

3. Machery, E., and Mallon, R. Forthcoming. Evolution of morality. In J. Doris et al. 
(Eds.), Oxford Handbook of Moral Psychology. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

4. Kelly, D., Machery, E., and Mallon, R. Forthcoming. Race. In J. Doris et al. (Eds.), 
Oxford Handbook of Moral Psychology. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

5. Machery, E. Forthcoming. Discovery and confirmation in evolutionary psychology. In 
J. Prinz (Ed.), Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Psychology. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. 

6. Machery. E. Forthcoming. Philosophy of psychology. In F. Allhoff (Ed.), Philosophies of 
the Sciences: A Guide. Wiley-Blackwell. 

7. Fessler, D., and Machery, E. Forthcoming. Culture and cognition. In E. Margolis, S. 
Laurence, and S. Stich (Eds.), Oxford Handbook of Philosophy and Cognitive Science. Oxford 
University Press. 

8. Machery, E., and Faucher, L. 2005. Why do we think racially? In H. Cohen and C. 
Lefebvre (eds.), Handbook of Categorization in Cognitive Science (pp. 1009-1033). Elsevier. 

9. Machery, E., Schurz, G., and Werning, M. 2005. Preface. In M. Werning, E. Machery, 
and G. Schurz, (Eds.), The Compositionality of Meaning and Content: Foundational Issues (pp. 
7-21). Frankfurt: Ontos. 
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10. Machery, E. 2005. Doit-on se passer de la notion de concept? Conference Proceedings, 
SOPHA 2003, Philosophi@ Scienti@e, at: http://philosophiascientiae.free.fr/.  

11. Machery, E. 2004. Culture et singularité humaine. In J. Dubessy, G. Lecointre, 
and M. Silberstein (Eds.), Les Matérialismes et leurs contradicteurs (pp. 341-362). Paris: 
Syllepse. 

 

Comments and Reviews 

1. Machery, E. 2009. Psychology’s best heuristic. Psychological Science Agenda. @ 
http://www.apa.org/science/psa/PSA-May09-Evolutionary-Psychology.pdf. 

2. Machery, E. 2008. Review of Bruce J. Ellis and David F. Bjorklund (Eds.), Origins of the 
Social Mind: Evolutionary Psychology and Child Development. Infant and Child Development, 17, 
553-556. 

3. Machery, E. 2007. Review of Robert J. Stainton, Words and Thoughts: Subsentences, 
Ellipsis, and the Philosophy of Language. Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews. 

4. Kelly, D., Machery, E., Mallon, R., Mason, K., and Stich, S. P. 2006. The role of 
psychology in the study of culture. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 29, 4, 355.  

5. Machery, E. 2006. Review of A. Zilhao, ed., Evolution, Rationality and Cognition. Notre 
Dame Philosophical Reviews. 

6. Machery, E. 2005. Review of R. Boyd and P. Richerson, The Origin and Evolutions of 
Cultures. Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews.  

7. Machery, E., Kelly, D., and Stich, S. P. 2005. Moral realism and cross-cultural 
normative diversity, Comment on Henrich et al. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 28, 6, 
830. 

8. Machery, E. 2002. Critical review of S. Toulmin, Return to Reason. Journal of the 
History of the Behavioral Sciences, 38, 4, 428-429. 

 

Translations 

1. Murphy, G., and Medin, D., 1985, Le rôle des théories dans la cohérence conceptuelle, 
Les Cahiers Philosophiques de Strasbourg, Concepts et catégories, 17, premier semestre 2004, 
11-68 (The role of theories in conceptual coherence, Psychological Review, 92, 904-919). 

 

Lectures 

Conference Presentations 

1. “Compositionnalité conceptuelle et combinaison prototypique : approche 
philosophique”, CJC IV (Quatrième Colloque des Jeunes Chercheurs en sciences 
cognitives), Institut des Sciences Cognitives, Lyon, France, May 2-4, 2001. 
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2. “Compositionality, Composition of Concepts, Combination of Prototypes”, 
Annual Meeting of the European Society for Philosophy and Psychology, 
Fribourg, Switzerland, July 8-11, 2001. 

3. “Is There any Good Introspective Argument for the Language of Thought?”, 
ASSC6 (Association for the Scientific Study of Consciousness), Barcelona, Spain, 
May 31-June 03, 2002. 

4. “Are Concepts the Building Blocks of Thoughts?”, ECAP IV (European 
Conference of Analytic Philosophy), Lund, Sweden, June 14-18, 2002. 

5. “Should Philosophers Really Rule Over Psychologists?”, Annual Meeting of the 
European Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Lyon, France, July 10-13, 2002. 

6. “Concept Theories: Old ideas In Disguise?”, Joint Meeting of the Division of 
History of Science (DHS) and the Division of Logic, Methodology and 
Philosophy of Science (DLMPS), International Union of the History and 
Philosophy of Science  (IUHPS), Paris, France, October 3-5, 2002. 

7. “Concepts Are Not a Natural Kind”, Annual Meeting of the Society for 
Philosophy and Psychology, Pasadena, June 18-21, 2003. 

8. “Concepts Are Not a Natural Kind”, 12th Congress of Logic, Methodology, and 
Philosophy of Science, Oviedo, Spain, August 7-13, 2003. 

9. “Les concepts ne sont pas une espèce naturelle”, SOPHA 2003 (Société 
Francophone de Philosophie Analytique), Montréal, Canada, September 26-28, 
2003. 

10. “Déterrer la hache des guerres de rationalité : comment faire disparaître les 
illusions de paix”, Langage, connaissance et action, Colloque jeunes chercheurs en 
philosophie, Rennes, France, February 5-7, 2004. 

11. “Faut-il croire à l’effet Baldwin?”, Esprit, langage et connaissance, Annual 
Meeting of the Société de Philosophie du Québec, Montréal, Canada, May 10-14, 
2004. 

12. “Semantics, Cross-Cultural Style”, Joint Meeting of the European Society for 
Philosophy and Psychology and the Society for Philosophy and Psychology, 
Barcelona, Spain, July 2-6, 2004. 

13. “Evolution, Development, and Evolutionary Psychology”, Annual Meeting of the 
Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Berlin, Germany, July 21-25, 2004. 

14. “Social Construction and the Concept of Race”, Bi-annual Meeting of the 
Philosophy of Science Association, Austin, November 18-20, 2004. 

15. “Semantics, Cross-Cultural Style”, 4th Barcelona Workshop on Issues in the 
Theory of Reference, Barcelona, Spain, June 1-3, 2005. 

16. “Concept Empiricism: Taking a Hard Look at the Facts”, Annual Meeting of the 
Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Winston-Salem, June 9-12, 2005. 
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17. “Social Construction and the Concept of Race”, California Roundtable on 
Philosophy and Race, September 23-25, 2005. 

18. “Massive Modularity and Brain Evolution”, Annual Meeting of the Human 
Behavior and Evolution Society, Philadelphia, June 7-11, 2006. 

19. “Massive Modularity and Brain Evolution”, Annual Meeting of the Society for 
Philosophy and Psychology, St. Louis, June 1-4, 2006. 

20. “Massive Modularity and Brain Evolution”, Bi-annual Meeting of the Philosophy 
of Science Association, Vancouver, Canada, November 2-4, 2006. 

21. “Essentialism, Biologism, Racialism”, Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, San Jose, November 15-18, 2006. 

22. “Trusting and Punishing Artifacts”, Annual Meeting of the Society for Philosophy 
and Psychology, Toronto, Canada, June 14-17, 2007. 

23. “Two Conceptions of Subjective Experience,” Annual Meeting of the Society for 
Philosophy and Psychology, June 26-29, 2008. (Paper delivered by Justin Sytsma) 

24. “Multi-Kulti Semantics”, Annual Meeting of the Society for Philosophy and 
Psychology, Bloomington, June 2009. 

 

Invited Presentations 

1. “L’étude expérimentale des concepts”, Séminaire Naissance de la psychologie 
scientifique, ENS, Paris-Sorbonne, Paris, France, February 19, 2003. 

2. “Les concepts ne sont pas une espèce naturelle”, Journée des doctorants, 
Université de Paris-Sorbonne, Paris, France, February 22, 2003. 

3. “Social Construction and the Concept of Race”, UQAM Summer Institute in 
Cognitive Sciences 2003 on Categorization, Montréal, Canada, June 28-July 11, 
2003 (with L. Faucher). 

4. “Races: Social Constructs or Evolved Categories?”, Max-Planck Institute for 
Human Development, Center for Adaptive Behavior and Cognition, Berlin, 
Germany, September 3, 2003. 

5. “Culture et singularité humaine”, Les Matérialismes et leurs contradicteurs, Paris, 
France, September 11-12, 2003. 

6. “Races: Social Constructs or Products of our Evolved Psychology?”, Conference 
Muss der Kulturbegriff aufgegeben werden ?, Göttingen, Germany, October 24-
25, 2003. 

7. “L’évolution de la moralité”, Journées Morales de l’intérêt, Morales de l’utilité, 
Orléans, France, January 22-23, 2004 (with F. Athané). 

8. “Simple Heuristics for Concepts Composition”, Compositionality, Concepts, and 
Cognition, Düsseldorf, Germany, February 28-March 3, 2004. 
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9. “Semantics, Cross-Cultural Style”, Center for Philosophy of Science, University of 
Pittsburgh, February 15, 2005. 

10. “The Philosophy of Race Meets the Psychology of Race”, Workshop on Moral 
Psychology, Rutgers, April 16-17, 2005 (with D. Kelly and R. Mallon). 

11. “Concept Empiricism: A Methodological Criticism”, Supergroup presentation, 
University of Pittsburgh, November 11, 2005. 

12. “Semantics, Cross-Cultural Style”, Rutgers, February 09, 2006. 

13. “Massive Modularity and Brain Evolution”, UQAM, Montréal, Canada, March 24, 
2006. 

14. “Debunking Adapting Minds”, UQAM, Montréal, Canada, March 24, 2006. 

15. “Semantics, Cross-Cultural Style”, University of Missouri St. Louis, April 06, 
2006. 

16. “The Natural History of Morality”, Workshop on Moral Psychology, Washington 
University, St. Louis, April 6-9, 2006 (with S. Stich). 

17. “Evolution, cognition et culture”, Ecole Européenne d’Eté, Unités et Evolution 
Humaine, Nantes, France, July, 2006. 

18. “Understanding the Folk Concept of Intentional Action”, University of Utah, 
October 27, 2006. 

19. Second Workshop of the Center for Complex Learning and the Application of 
Knowledge, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, September 27-28, 2006. 

20. “The Folk Concept of Intentional Action”, Center for the Philosophy of Science, 
University of Pittsburgh, February 6, 2007. 

21. “Mindreading and the Folk Concept of Intentional Action”, Keynote Address, 
Annual meeting of the West Virginia Philosophical Society, March 2, 2007.  

22. “Mindreading and the Folk Concept of Intentional Action”, Oberlin College, 
March 8, 2007. 

23. “Is there any Good Biological Arguments against the Notion of Human Nature?”, 
Workshop Reconciling Nature and Nurture in the Study of Behavior, Indiana 
University, March 23-25, 2007.  

24. “The Philosophy of Race Meets the Psychology of Race”, Workshop on Moral 
Psychology, Washington University, St. Louis, March 30-April 1, 2007 (with R. 
Mallon and D. Kelly). 

25. Author-Meets-Critics: Peter Carruthers, The Architecture of the Mind: Massive 
Modularity and the Flexibility of Thought, APA Pacific Division, April 3-8, 2007. 

26. “Mindreading and the Folk Concept of Intentional Action”, Institut Jean-Nicod, 
Paris, France, June 8, 2007. 
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27. “Two Types of Experimental Philosophy: The New Brunswick Plan and the 
Empirical Project”, Workshop on Experimental Philosophy, Turku, Finland, 
August 16, 2007. 

28.  “Concepts are not a Natural Kind”, Carnegie Mellon University, September 11, 
2007. 

29. “The Folk Concept of Race”, Understanding Human Variation, Alberta, Canada, 
September 21-22, 2007. 

30. “Two Types of Eliminativism: Semantic Eliminativism and Scientific 
Eliminativism”, Nature and its Classification, Birmingham, UK, October 12-14, 
2007. 

31. “How can Cross-Cultural Research Contribute to Debates in Moral Philosophy?”, 
Sheffield, UK, October 19-21, 2007 (with S. Stich). 

32. “Concept Empiricism: A Methodological Critique”, Washington University, St. 
Louis, November 7, 2007. 

33. “Introduction to Experimental Philosophy”, 2008 ESI Winter Workshop on 
Games, Experiments and Philosophy, Max-Planck Institute of Economics, Jena, 
Germany, January 8, 2008. 

34. “How Null Hypothesis Testing Obstructs Progress in Psychology”, 48th Annual 
Lecture Series, Center for Philosophy of Science, University of Pittsburgh, 
February 1, 2008. 

35. “Is the Concept of Race a By-Product of our Evolved Coalitional Cognition?”, 
John Hopkins University, February 28, 2008. 

36. “Two Concepts of Subjective Experience”, University of California, Santa Cruz, 
March 6, 2008. 

37. “The Folk Concept of Race”, APA Central Division, Chicago, April 17, 2008. 

38. Session Auhor-Meets-Critics on J.-L. Dessalles’s Why we Talk?, APA Central 
Division, Chicago, April 19, 2008. 

39. “The Folk Concept of Race,” New Perspectives in Race Theory, San Francisco, 
April 25-26, 2008. 

40. “The Bleak Implications of Moral Psychology,” Workshop on A. Appiah’s 
Experiments in Ethics, Princeton, May 15, 2008. 

41. Comments, Workshop What we All Think about Knowing: Cross-Cultural 
Uniformity and Diversity in Epistemic Assessments, Toronto, Canada, May 17, 
2008. 

42. “Three Neuroscientific Arguments against the Massive Modularity Hypothesis,” 
Ohio State University, May 23, 2008. 
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43. “Why Morality did Not Evolve,” Workshop on Moral Psychology, Paris, June 3, 
2008. 

44. “Three Neuroscientific Arguments against the Massive Modularity Hypothesis,” 
Adaptations in Psychology and in Biology, First meeting of the IHPST 
(Paris)/HPS-Center for Philosophy of Science (Pittsburgh) Workshop Series, 
Paris, France, June 4-5, 2008. 

45. “Experimental Philosophy of Consciousness”, SPP Workshop on Experimental 
Philosophy, Philadelphia, June 25, 2008 (with J. Knobe). 

46. Comments on Nadelhoffer and Feltz, Annual Meeting of the Society for 
Philosophy and Psychology, June 26-29, 2008. 

47. “Two Conceptions of Subjective Experience,” Stockholm, Sweden, September 
23, 2008. 

48. Two Conceptions of Subjective Experience,” Lund, Sweden, September 24, 2008. 

49. “Why this Interest in Races?”, Lund, Sweden, September 24, 2008. 

50. Two Conceptions of Subjective Experience,” Gothenburg, Sweden, September 
25, 2008. 

51. “Why this Interest in Races?,” Gothenburg, Sweden, September 26, 2008. 

52. Experimental Philosophy, Workshop on Naturalism and Empirical Philosophy, 
Exeter, September 29, 2008. 

53. “Is the Notion of Concept Useful for Cognitive Science?”, Lehigh, October 22, 
2008. 

54.  “Do People Count when Lives are at Stake?,” Moral Psychology Research Group 
Workshop, October 24-26, 2008. 

55. “Experimental Semantics”, ANU, Canberra, Australia, November 20, 2008. 

56. “Why Morality did Not Evolve,” Sydney, Australia, December 1, 2008. 

57. “Theory Testing in Psychology,” Annual Meeting of the Eastern Division of the 
American Philosophical Association, December 26, 2008. 

58. “Experimental Semantics,” Riverside, February 11, 2009. 

59. “Reply to my Critics,” Symposium on Doing without Concepts, Center for 
Philosophy of Science, University of Pittsburgh, March 5, 2009. 

60. “Experimental Semantics, or What Kripke Would have Said if he Were Asian?”, 
Berkeley, March 18, 2009. 

61. “Did Morality Really Evolve?”, Brain, Evolution, and Culture, UCLA, April 19, 
2009. 

62. “Experimental Semantics, or What Kripke Would have Said if he Were Asian?”, 
Las Vegas, May 1, 2009. 
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63. “Did Morality Really Evolve?”, Irvine, May 15, 2009. 

64. “Reply to my Critics,” Symposium on Doing without Concepts, annual meeting of the 
Canadian Philosophical Association, Ottawa, May 26-28, 2009. 

65. “Did Morality Really Evolve?”, Caltech, June 4, 2009. 

66. “Introduction to Statistics: Concepts and Background” and “Diversity in 
Semantic Intuitions”, NEH Summer Institute in Experimental Philosophy, Salt 
Lake City, June 2009. 

67. “Three Neuroscientific Arguments against the Massive Modularity Hypothesis,” 
Mexico City Workshop on Cognitive Perspectives on Mind and Language 2009, 
August 12-14, 2009. 

68. TBA, Carnegie Mellon University, October 1, 2009 

69. TBA, Rutgers, November 5, 2009. 

70. “Can we Hold People Responsible for their Implicit Biases against Women and 
Minorities?”, Brown Bag Series, Women’s Studies, University of Pittsburgh, 
November 17, 2009. 

71. “Three Neuroscientific Arguments against the Massive Modularity Hypothesis,”, 
University of Waterloo, December 4, 2009.  

72. “Les implications troublantes de la psychologie morale”, CERCES, Paris, 
February 12, 2010. 

73. TBA, UQAM, Montreal, February 25, 2010.  

74. TBA, UQAM, Montreal, February 26, 2010.  

 
 
Professional Service 

Dissertation Adviser 

Mr. Justin Sytsma, HPS, University of Pittsburgh. Not Nothing, Not Something: On the 
Possibilities for a Science of Consciousness. 

Mr. Jonah Schupbach, HPS, University of Pittsburgh. Explaining Inference to the Best 
Explanation: On the Epistemology and Psychology of Explanatory Reasoning. 

 

Dissertation Committee  

Ms. Holly Andersen, HPS, University of Pittsburgh. Agency and Causal Representation 
(successfully defended in August 2009).  
 
Mr. Brett Caloia, Philosophy, University of Pittsburgh. Taking Control of our Intuitions. 
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Mr. Kris Duda, Philosophy, University of Pittsburgh. How Can Thoughts Be Causally 
Efficacious If They Don’t Have Vehicles? 
 
Mr. Peter Gildenhuys, HPS, University of Pittsburgh. Generalizing Selection 
(successfully defended in August 2009). 
 
Ms. Anjana Jacob, Philosophy, University of Pittsburgh. Acquaintance with the World in 
Experience.  
 
Mr. Jonathan Livengood, Department of History and Philosophy of Science, 
University of Pittsburgh, On Causal Inference from Observational Data Taken at a Single 
Time. 
Mr. Alberto Masala, Université de Paris-Sorbonne (Paris IV). Vers une naturalisation de 
la théorie de la vertu: Prolégomènes à une psychologie positive de la vertu (successfully defended 
in July 2009). 
 
Mr. Gregory Storm, Philosophy, University of Pittsburgh. Intentional Actions Without 
Intendings. 
 
Ms. Jacqueline Sullivan, HPS, University of Pittsburgh. Behaviorism, Learning Theory and 
Contemporary Neuroscience (successfully defended in June 2007). 

 

Departmental Service 

2009-present Director of Graduate Studies 

2007-2008 Placement Director 

2005-2006 Co-Director of Admissions 

2004-2007 Language Examiner (French) 

2004-2008 Webmaster for the HPS website 
 

Service to the University 

2007 Provost Humanities Fellowship Committee  
Faculty Grants Committee  

2006 Lawler Committee 

2005 Lawler Committee 
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Workshops, Conferences, Symposia 

2009 Emergence and Reduction in the Sciences, second meeting of the 
IHPST (Paris)/HPS-Center for Philosophy of Science (Pittsburgh) 
Workshop Series, December 11-12, 2009, Pittsburgh (Financial 
support: Center for Philosophy of Science, University of 
Pittsburgh; IHPST) 

2008 Adaptations in Psychology and Biology, first meeting of the IHPST 
(Paris)/HPS-Center for Philosophy of Science (Pittsburgh) 
Workshop Series, June 4-5, 2008, Paris (Financial support: Center 
for Philosophy of Science, University of Pittsburgh; IHPST) 

2007 Workshop on Moral Psychology at the Center for Philosophy of 
Science, University of Pittsburgh, November 17-18, 2007 
(Financial support: Center for Philosophy of Science, A&S Faculty 
Research and Scholarship Program, University of Pittsburgh) 

2004 Symposium “Evolutionary psychology and its philosophical 
critics”, at the annual congress of the Human Behavior and 
Evolution Society, July 21-25, 2004, Berlin, Germany 

2004 Member of the program committee for the annual congress of the 
Human Behavior and Evolution Society, July 21-25, 2004, Berlin, 
Germany 

2004 Conference NAC 2004: New Aspects of Compositionality, Paris, 
June 18-20, 2004, co-organized with Pr. M. Werning (Financial 
support: RESCIF, Ecole Normale Supérieure, University of Paris-
Sorbonne, Institut Jean-Nicod) 

2004 Conference CoCoCo: Compositionality, Concepts, and Cognition, 
Düsseldorf, February 28 - March 3, 2004, co-organized with Pr. M. 
Werning and G. Schurz (Financial support: The Thyssen 
Foundation, The University Henrich Heine of Düsseldorf) 

 

Editorship 

2010-2014 Associate editor of the European Journal of Philosophy of Science 

 

Editorial Boards 

The Open Behavioral Science Journal 
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Reviewing 

Journals 

The Australasian Journal of Philosophy, Behavioral and Brain Sciences, Biology & Philosophy, 
The British Journal for the Philosophy of Science, The Canadian Journal of Philosophy, Cognition, 
Dialectica, Erkenntnis, Ethical Theory and Moral Practice, European Review of Philosophy, The 
Journal of Cognition and Culture, Mind, Mind & Language, The Open Behavioral Science 
Journal, Philosophy of the Social Sciences, Philosophical Psychology, Philosophical Studies, 
Philosophical Transactions of The Royal Society, Philosophy of Science, Studia Philosophica 
Estonica, Synthese, Trends in Cognitive Sciences. 

 

Presses 

Cambridge University Press, Columbia University Press, Oxford University Press, 
Routledge, MIT Press, Wiley-Blackwell. 

 

Societies and Funding Agencies 

The Cognitive Science Society, European Research Council, National Science 
Foundation, Philosophical Gourmet Report (Specialty rankings: philosophy of mind, 
philosophy of cognitive science, philosophy of biology), Research Council of the 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada, Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Southern Society for Philosophy and 
Psychology. 

 

Professional Organizations 

 

Executive committees of Professional Organizations 

Since 2009 XPS (Experimental Philosophical Society) 

 

Membership in Professional Organizations 

Since 2009 XPS (Experimental Philosophical Society) – founding member 

Since 2007 APA (American Philosophical Association) 

Since 2007 APS (American Psychological Association) 

Since 2004 PSA (Philosophy of Science Association) 

Since 2002 SPP (Society for Philosophy and Psychology) 



 

09/24/2009 16 

Since 2001 ESAP (European society of Analytic Philosophy) 

Since 2000 SOPHA (Francophone Society of Analytic Philosophy) 
 


