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Location: 
 Special Dining Rooms A & B in the University Room
Session 1:   10:00 – 11:15 a.m.
 1.  Presenters:  Samantha Smith & Michelle Underwood
      Faculty mentor:  Dr. David Merwine
       School:  University of Pittsburgh at Bradford
       Title: Muscle Grip-Strength Fatigue for Student Athletes that  

                   Participate in Differing College Sports
We are studying hand grip-strength fatigue in college athletes.  Grip strength was measured using an AD Instruments grip-force transducer and data were analyzed offline.  Students’ grip strengths typically fell exponentially to approximately 50% of their maximum after 15 seconds.  Peak strengths for consecutive grip attempts also fell exponentially.  In a pilot study, we compared males versus females, dominant versus non-dominant hands, and athletes versus non-athletes.  Although peak strengths differed predictably, no significant differences were found in fatigue for these groupings.  However, one outlier was noted.  This student was a bowler.  He showed greater relative decay within each grip attempt, but less fatigue on consecutive grips.  We therefore are extending our study to compare male and female athletes across sports.  Our goal is to correlate changes in grip-strength fatigue to the demands of differing athletic disciplines.

 2.  Presenter: Jingyi Zhang
       Faculty mentor:  Dr. Om V. Singh
       School: University of Pittsburgh at Bradford
      Title: Microbial Mitigation from Grey Water using Biosynthesized  

                  Silver-nanoparticles
Grey water (GW) is defined as the urban wastewater that includes water from baths, showers, hand basins including other household items, but excludes streams from toilets. The recycling of GW has been practiced as a sustainable solution to reduce the overall urban water demand. However, the occurrence of enteric and opportunistic pathogens makes it unfavorable to reuse. The bacterial resistant to chlorine has made the chlorination treatment unreliable. In nanotechnology, the nanoparticles (NPs) has been recognized with germicidal activities. We hypothesized that biosynthesized Ag-NPs will remediate occurrence of enteric and pathogenic microorganisms present in GW. The biosynthesized Ag-NPs from radiation resistant microorganism Enterobacter sp. strain UVP3 were impregnated onto absorbent filter paper (AFP) and polyester fibers (AF), and immobilized onto agarose and agar gels.
 3.  Presenter: Tyler A. Grubb
       Faculty mentor: Dr. Steven M. Pilgrim
       School: Alfred University

      Title: Properties and Low Temperature Preparation of SnTiO4
SnTiO4 is a commercial ceramic used as both a microwave resonator and as a photocatalyst. However, common preparative methods to produce SnTiO4 involve uneconomically high temperatures above 1500 °C and long dwell times in excess of 12 hours.  A room temperature chemical preparation method with a short thermal cycle has been developed.  Formation and sintering behaviors in N2 and air atmospheres are presented through TGA and XRD patterns.  Phase separation within the miscibility gap is shown via XRD, EDS, and BS-SEM.  Densification behavior as a function of temperature and time are explored via Archimedes density measurements.  Dielectric and spectroscopy measurements reveal that the material properties are promising.

 4.  Presenters: Casey Mauger, Ashton Oakley, 



     Holden Potter, & Zachary Smith

       Faculty mentor: Dr. James Wolfe
       School: Houghton College

Title: A Classroom Exercise to Demonstrate Allelopathy
Allelopathy typically is a difficult process to demonstrate in the classroom or field.  We adapted methods of Vandermast et al. (2002) to show the allelopathic effects of American chestnut (Castanea dentata) leaves on the germination of lettuce seeds.   Petri dishes (df = 9) containing an extract (20 gm per 100 ml) of chestnut leaves showed a significant (p < 0.0001)  allelopathic effect in suppressing the germination of lettuce as compared to the control.   This simple experiment illustrates the concept of allelopathy which has been proposed to have historically allowed for the dominance of American chestnut in the chestnut-oak forest type.  

 5.  Presenter:  Faris M. Zuraikat

       Faculty mentor: Dr. Gregory J. Privitera
       School: St. Bonaventure University

 Title: Proximity of Foods in a Competitive Food Environment  

             Influences Consumption of a Low Calorie and High Calorie 
             Food
The objective of this study was to test if proximity or preference for a food controls food intake in a competitive food environment in which one low calorie (LC), low fat (apple slices) and one high calorie (HC), high fat (popcorn) food was made available in the same environment. In Group LC Near, apple slices were placed near (within arms reach) a participant and popcorn was placed far (2 m away). In Group HC Near, popcorn was placed near and apple slices were placed far. As a control for the absence of a proximity manipulation, Group Both Near had both test foods placed near. Although participants rated the popcorn as more liked than apples, the food that was placed closer to the participant was consumed most, regardless of preference, and total caloric intake was reduced most when popcorn was placed near a participant compared to when it was placed far.
 6.  Presenters:  Taylor Phillips, Melissa Misenheimer, & Robert Paque    

      Faculty mentor:  Dr. Gregory J. Privitera
       School: St. Bonaventure University

       Title: The Effectiveness of Emoticons to Promote Healthy Food 


      Choices in Children Pre-K through 5th Grade

Current assumptions regarding the ability to understand health information require individual capacities—the ability to read, write, and “count calories.” This assumption allows companies to market unhealthy food products using branding techniques to make children more interested in their products, yet with no legal, moral, or ethical obligation to convey nutritional information to children as well—because pre-literate children do not have individual capacities. The aims of this study are to build upon a previous study challenging this assumption by showing that children can understand health if it is related to an emotional correlate of health: healthy-happy; unhealthy, sad. In the present study will look at how emotion information influences food choice and how other information, such as taste, branding, social norms, and preference interact to influence food choice among children ages 3 to 11 years. 
 7.  Presenter:  Joseph Pernick  

      Faculty mentor:  Dr. Edward Pristach
       School: St. Hilbert College
      Title: Perceived Effectiveness of Psychological Placebos in Athletic  

     Tasks
This study in progress seeks to examine the effect of psychological placebos on athletic performance as well as its effect on individual's perception on their athletic performance. Positive contagion improves performance by acting as a psychological placebo (Lee et. al., 2011). This study will be based off of the study by Lee et. al. (2011) in which participants will be under the impression that they are using a famous golfer's putter and then complete a putting task. The results of the putting task and the answers to various questions on the participant's confidence in their ability will be collected. It is hypothesized that those in the experimental condition in which they are exposed to the psychological placebo will perform better and have a higher self-rating of their ability than those in the control group. This study will be useful in understanding how athletic rituals and superstitions to improve performance in athletic tasks.
 8.  Presenter:  Kelcey Schaum  

      Faculty mentor:  Dr. Warren Fass
       School: University of Pittsburgh at Bradford

      Title: Race and Criminal History Effects on the Likelihood of Hiring
The purpose of the current study was to explore the relationship between a job applicant’s criminal history and the race of that job applicant on the likelihood of hiring that applicant. In the current study, 48 undergraduates were assigned to read their respected scenario. All participants were given 2 minutes to read one of the six scenarios, and 2 minutes to answer questions pertaining to the scenario. One-half of the participants received a scenario about a Caucasian job applicant, while the other one- half received a scenario about an African American job applicant. One-third of participants in each of those groups received a scenario containing information related to the applicant previously committing a misdemeanor, one-third received a scenario related to the applicant previously committing a felony, and the remaining one-third related to the applicant without a criminal history. The results indicated that the type of crime committed had an impact on the participants’ opinion regarding the likelihood of the job applicant being hired. 

 9.  Presenter:  Autumn Pepple  

      Faculty mentor:  Dr. Warren Fass
       School: University of Pittsburgh at Bradford

      Title: Gender, Race, and Criminal Sentencing
The purpose of the current study was to explore the relationship between a criminal’s race and gender on the length of a prison sentence. In the current study, 58 undergraduates were randomly assigned to one of the four conditions. All participants were given 2 minutes to read a police report about a burglary. The participants viewed a photograph of the burglar that varied in terms of the gender (male, female) and race (white, African-American). After the 2 minutes expired, the participants were then asked to complete a 14-item questionnaire relating to the police report and photograph that they read and viewed. Additionally, the participants were asked to indicate the length of jail sentence to be given to the burglar. The results indicated that there was racial bias when sentencing a criminal. 
10. Presenter:  Ursula Maillet  
      Faculty mentor:  Dr. Warren Fass
       School: University of Pittsburgh at Bradford

      Title: Positive Outcomes of Extracurricular Involvement during   

               Adolescence
The purpose of the current study was to explore the possible outcomes of extracurricular involvement throughout adolescence.  In the current study, 46 undergraduates were assigned to read one of four scenarios. All participants were given 2 minutes to read their designated scenario. Scenarios differed based on the gender of the person in the scenario and whether the individual in the scenario was either involved in extracurricular activities throughout high school or not involved. After reading, participants were given five minutes to complete a questionnaire, which was composed of a series of rating scales relating to positive outcomes. The results indicated that gender and involvement impacted positive outcome ratings. 

11.  Presenters:  Emily Thorne, Brandon Nelson, & Teresa Sedoris
                            Palmer

       Faculty mentor:  Dr. Venkata R. Vepachedu
        School:  The Clarion University of Pennsylvania
       Title: An Analysis of the Scientific Literacy in Clarion County,  


        PA, U.S.A

Having a basic knowledge of scientific principles in todays’ complex world is a necessity. Scientific literacy (SL) is the matrix of knowledge needed to understand enough about the physical universe to deal with issues that come across the horizon of the average citizen in the news or elsewhere. Several projects were undertaken to assess and increase SL. In a survey conducted by Prof. John Miller, 1988 just 10% of US adults were found to be SL and by 2008 the number went up to 28%. As a part of our project to enumerate the public scientific literacy in Clarion county of Pennsylvania state, we selected a questionnaire prepared by the popular scientist James Trefil to take a survey. Analysis of data collected revealed many interesting points such as, some non-science graduates scored more than science graduates. Results of the statistical analysis of the data are discussed.

12.  Presenter:  Bradley M. Miner

       Faculty mentor:  Dr. Warren Fass
        School:  University of Pittsburgh at Bradford
       Title:   Tendency to Conform to Gender Stereotypes
The purpose of the current study was to investigate individual’s tendency to conform to gender stereotypes.  In the current study, 70 undergraduates were assigned to one of six conditions.  All of the participants were given approximately 5 minutes to read a scenario about an individual and then answer a 15-item questionnaire pertaining to that scenario.  Half of those participants read a scenario about an individual containing male-related gender traits (e.g., ambitious, individualistic), while the other half read a scenario about an individual containing female-related gender characteristics (e.g., gullible, sympathetic).  Before reading the scenario and completing the questionnaire, 40 of the participants viewed a PowerPoint slideshow depicting either male-related or female-related images (e.g., males-deodorant, females-deodorant).  The results indicated that (a) the type of gender traits used in the scenario had an impact on the likelihood that the individual in the scenario portrayed either masculine or feminine gender traits, and (b) that the type of gender-related images presented did not have an impact on the likelihood that the individual in the scenario portrayed either masculine or feminine gender traits.  

13.  Presenter:  Barbara V. Highhouse

       Faculty mentor:  Dr. Warren Fass
        School:  University of Pittsburgh at Bradford
       Title:   Superstitious Rituals, Exam Preparation, and Positive 
 

         
          Thinking
The purpose of the current study was to consider superstitious behavior and how it relates to exam performance. In the current study, 88 undergraduates were randomly assigned one of 8 scenario conditions. The participants were given 3 minutes to read the scenario, and 4 minutes to complete a questionnaire pertaining to the scenario. The three independent variables were a superstitious ritual present or not during an exam; whether or not the character studied or not for an exam; and exam performance, whether or not the character passed or failed. The results indicated that positive thinking was present when the participants read the scenarios in which the character performed a superstitious ritual by having a medallion present during the examination and studied for the exam. 
14.  Presenter:  Rebekah Schweigart

       Faculty mentor:  Dr. Warren Fass
        School:  University of Pittsburgh at Bradford
       Title:   Interpersonal Attractiveness and Perceived Attractiveness
The purpose of the current study was to investigate the effects of age, gender, and attractiveness on the ratings of positive and negative personality characteristics assigned to a person in a scenario. In the current study, 89 undergraduates were assigned to one of eight conditions. All participants were given 2.5 minutes to read a scenario, which varied for each group. One-half of the participants read about a character who was attractive and the remaining one-half read about a character who was unattractive. One-half of the participants in each of those two groups read about a character who was 6-years-old and the remaining one-half read about a character who was 17-years-old. One-half of the above groups read about a character who was female and the remaining one-half read about a character who was male. The results indicated that attractiveness and gender impacted character ratings only when the character was 6-years-old. 

15.  Presenter:  Sara Ponder

       Faculty mentor:  Dr. Warren Fass
        School:  University of Pittsburgh at Bradford
       Title:   Racial Biases and Hiring
The purpose of this study was to examine whether or not race played a role in hiring an applicant for an entry-level accounting position. In the current study, 47 undergraduates were assigned to one of four conditions. All participants were given 2 minutes to read a job description, 2 minutes to review a résumé, and 2 minutes to complete a questionnaire. The participants were asked to act as if they were the hiring manager for an accounting firm. They were given time to review a sample job description and résumé. The résumés were headed with either a stereotypical Caucasian or stereotypical African American name. The résumés of the applicants also varied based on level of qualification (qualified, unqualified). The participants were then asked to answer questions pertaining to content that was included on the résumé as well as their personal opinions of the job applicant in question. The questionnaire contained multiple choice questions, yes or no responses, and two 6-pt rating scales. The key response that was analyzed was the rating scale pertaining to how likely the participant was to hire the applicant (1=least likely, 6=most likely). The results indicated that the main effect for race was non-significant, however the main effect for level of qualification was significant.

Location: 

Special Dining Rooms A & B in the University Room

Session 2:   1:15 – 2:30 pm
1.   Presenter:  Taylor Zinman
      Faculty mentors:  Dr. Nancy Tress and Dr. Robin Choo

      School:  University of Pittsburgh at Titusville
       Title:  Rett Syndrome and the Modes of Treatment 
This presentation examines the different treatments of Rett Syndrome(RS). This X-linked degenerative neurological disease affects females during early development. Diagnosis in males is documented but rare as most die during gestation. Symptoms usually appear during early development typically from six to eighteen months of age, with a rapid digression in the other stages of life. There are many treatments available to help patients with everyday functions, and each mode of treatment is designed to assist with different areas affected by the disease. Traditional treatments include physical therapy or hydrotherapy, occupational therapy, and speech-language therapy. Recently, a new treatment system called Tobii has been introduced and is being used with individuals who need assistance with eye gaze and movement. Tobii is designed to help people with disabilities communicate more effectively and gain independence. 

2.  Presenter: Sarah Peacock 
       Faculty mentor: Dr. Charles Choo

       School: University of Pittsburgh at Titusville 

      Title: Loss of the Critical Mind:  Is the Educational System  
      Declining? 
Is the educational system changing for better or worse? There are various opinions regarding this matter depending on one’s persuasion.  In order to address this question, we surveyed primary and secondary educators, the ones who are most closely involved.  A large majority of the teachers surveyed felt that there was a decline in the educational system.  Some felt that federal and state government mandates limit their teaching effectiveness.  On the other hand, some teachers were of the opinion that other influences have an impact on the decline of education, such as less parental involvement. A survey was conducted in Titusville, PA a small rural town to evaluate what teachers in elementary, middle and high schools felt was decreasing the effectiveness of traditional classroom education.    

 3.  Presenter: Kristy Skeet
       Faculty mentor: Dr. Nathan Lamarre-Vincent
       School: Alfred University

      Title: Analysis of Multimeric Protein Complexes Using Directed            
            
      Protein Labeling
p53, p63 and p73 make up a closely related family of transcription factors that regulate cell growth, survival and programmed cell death. p53-mediated apoptosis is dependent on the presence of p63 and p73 and all seem to recognize similar DNA sequences. Although the proteins are suspected to form hetero-tetramers and bind to DNA cooperatively, the dynamics of the p53 family tertramerization remains unclear. To quantify their binding affinity, p53, p63 and p73 will be coupled with an enzyme (Formyl Glycine Enzyme (FGE) or Biotin Ligase (Bir1A)) or the enzyme target sequence. The enzyme will modify its cognate target peptide only when the two are brought together by tetramerization. This method of labeling has been used successfully in studies of secreted and membrane bound proteins. After validating this new application of directed protein labeling, I will use the modified p53-family proteins to study tetramer specific DNA binding affinity.

 4.  Presenter:  Crystal Cardona
       Faculty mentor: Dr. Nathan Lamarre-Vincent
       School: Alfred University
Title: Quantifying Stress in Captive Animals
A primary goal for zoos is to assist in the conservation of endangered species. This requires that the animals are healthy and behave naturally. However, captivity produces stressors absent in the wild. We are examining the quantification of stress in captive animals, to improve conservation efforts. High cortisol levels, an indicator of stress, can result in increased blood glucose, a weakened immune system, and changes in behavior and microbiome communities.  The objective of this project is to quantify stress using cortisol levels and bacterial community profiles in captive animals, like ungulates and felids. We intend to non-invasively measure cortisol levels in their fecal samples.  We will use PCR to evaluate whether the relative distribution of certain bacteria correlates with stress. By improving our ability to measure stress in animals, my research will aid in these conservation efforts.

 5.  Presenter:  Sarah Dykstra
       Faculty mentor: Dr. Nathan Lamarre-Vincent
       School: Alfred University
Title:  Analyzing the Biological Properties of Bioactive Glasses
Bioactive glasses and ceramics are designed to interact with hard tissues in the body. Though many materials exist, issues often arise with biocompatibility. The major goal of this research is to investigate the biological properties of a bioactive glass in order to improve its osseo-integration in an orthopedic setting. The goal is to fine tune recruitment of healthy cells to replace lost or damaged tissue through guided bone regeneration.  This research will be focused on quantifying the biological relationship between calcium and strontium-doped ceramics and a mouse osteosarcoma cell line, which imitates osteoblasts in vitro. I will be measuring the bone deposition and mineralization activity of the osteoblasts using gene expression profiling and immunocytochemistry. This research has implications both in the orthopedic field in the context of bone grafts and bone compatibility, as well as implications in the understanding and treatment of osteoporosis.
 6.  Presenter:  Christina Watts 

      Faculty mentor:  Dr. Nathan Lamarre-Vincent
       School: Alfred University
       Title: Identifying Stress in Sheep through Changes in Fecal 

      Bacterial Communities
Farmers are being challenged to elevate their animals’ standard of living due to consumer demands, public health concerns and a developing understanding of the physiological effects of stress.  In order to avoid stress, we need a way to identify it that does not cause further stress. The main objective of this project is to develop a non-invasive approach to monitoring stress in sheep. Fluctuations in the microbiome have previously been linked to changes in stress. We will be quantifying the relative abundance of fecal bacterial species, before and after a stress-inducing situation. If we are able correlate specific microbial profiles to an animal’s stress level, monitoring changes in the microbiome may provide a new way of gauging stress in sheep. Having an accurate method of monitoring stress will lead to a better understanding of the factors that influence stress development. This deeper understanding will help farmers develop better husbandry techniques.
 7.  Presenter:  Tess Placek  

      Faculty mentor:  Dr. Nathan Lamarre-Vincent
       School: Alfred University
       Title: Dynamics of NELF-mediated RNA Polymerase Pausing
A ubiquitous feature of metazoan transcription is the pausing of RNA polymerase II (RNAPII) prior to productive elongation. The negative elongation factor (NELF) is known to target RNAPII and the nascent mRNA transcript and contribute to promoter proximal pausing. Saccharomyces cerevisiae (budding yeast) is an ideal model system, because yeast don’t exhibit transcriptional pausing. Using yeast, I aim to investigate the role of NELF in promoter proximal RNAPII pausing. The repressive effects of NELF are alleviated by the kinase activity of the positive elongation factor (P-TEFb). While yeast express a homolog of P-TEFb, there is no yeast equivalent of NELF. I will genetically engineer yeast to inducibly express select subunits of the NELF complex. I will monitor the impact this has on transcription by chromatin immunoprecipitation.  This research will help us to better understand the nature of the interactions between NELF and RNAPII and the role of pausing in transcription.

 8.  Presenter:  Andrew Kepner  

      Faculty mentor:  Dr. Warren Fass
       School: University of Pittsburgh at Bradford

      Title: Education Biases Regarding Gender and Mental Illness
In the current study, 43 participants were assigned to one of four scenario conditions.  The scenarios contained information about an undergraduate contemplating apply for medical school.  One-half of the scenarios were about a male student, and one-half were about a female.  One-half of each of those scenarios indicated that the student suffered from a psychological disorder, and the remaining one-half did not contain that information. The results indicated that indicating the undergraduate suffered from a psychological disorder had an effect on participants’ likelihood of succeeding in medical school ratings. 
 9.  Presenter:  Aubrey A. Slater 

      Faculty mentor:  Dr. Warren Fass
       School: University of Pittsburgh at Bradford

      Title: Gender and Attractiveness in Making Hiring Decisions
The purpose of the current study was to investigate the relationship between attractiveness and gender the likelihood of hiring ratings. In the study, 35 undergraduates from the University of Pittsburgh at Bradford were assigned to one of four scenarios. Participants were given 1 minute to read the scenario about a candidate applying for an elementary teaching job. The participants were also shown a photograph of the potential job applicant who was either an attractive or unattractive male or female. After reading the scenario, participants were asked to complete a questionnaire containing rating scale questions relating to the candidate’s hiring potential, qualifications, intelligence, and attractiveness. The results indicated that: (a) female candidates were more likely to be hired than male candidates, (b) attractive candidates were not more likely to be hired than unattractive candidates, (c) attractive female candidates were not more likely to be hired than attractive male candidates, and (d) unattractive female candidates were  more likely to be hired than unattractive male candidates.
10. Presenter:  Ashley Ramadhan  
      Faculty mentor:  Dr. Warren Fass
       School: University of Pittsburgh at Bradford

      Title: The Effects of Gender, Attractiveness, and Qualifications on
                  the Likelihood of Hiring
The purpose of the current study was to explore the relationship among gender, attractiveness, qualifications, on likelihood of hiring.  In the current study, 86 undergraduates were assigned to one of eight scenarios.  All participants were given a scenario to read and a picture of the job applicant.  The pictures varied in attractiveness and gender of the job applicant.  The pictures were of either an attractive male or female, or an unattractive male or female.  The scenarios contained information about a person who was applying for a job at a marketing firm, as well as the qualifications that the firm was looking for.  Each scenario varied in terms of the applicant’s gender and qualifications.  The participants were asked to answer 10 questions relating to the applicant’s qualifications, attractiveness, and the likelihood of hiring that applicant.  The results indicate that gender, qualifications, and attractiveness of a job applicant did not predict the likelihood of the person being hired for a job.

11.  Presenter:  Angela Suddoth
       Faculty mentor:  Robin Choo, PhD
        School:  University of Pittsburgh at Titusville
       Title:  Periodontitis and Cardiovascular Disease:  Does Awareness 
  
        Changes Students Dental Habits?
A common thought is that dental hygiene benefits oral health only, which in turn, may lead to inadequate brushing and flossing. Studies have shown that there is a correlation between people with periodontal disease due to poor oral hygiene and certain health risk, mainly cardiovascular disease. This research project surveyed college students to determine if they would change their brushing and flossing habits after being shown how poor dental hygiene increases the risk of cardiovascular disease. Photographs of health teeth/healthy heart and periodontal disease/cardiac disease were shown at the time of the survey. Preliminary results indicated that over 60% of students would change their brushing/flossing habits after seeing possible side effects. Approximately 20% of the population surveyed stated that their dental hygiene was adequate.
12.  Presenter:  Alyssa R. Shelander
       Faculty mentor:  Dr. Warren Fass
        School:  University of Pittsburgh at Bradford
       Title:   Effects of Stimulus Presentation on Memory Recall
The purpose of the current study was to investigate factors influencing memory. In the current study, 46 undergraduates were assigned to one of four conditions. One-half of the participants viewed pictures, and the remaining one-half of the participants viewed words. One-half of the participants in each of those two groups were given 8 seconds to view each stimulus (picture or word) and the remaining one-half of the participants had 5 seconds to view each stimulus (picture or word). All of the participants were given two minutes to complete a recall. The results indicated that both type of stimulus and the time that the stimulus was presented for had an impact on the number of stimuli the participants recalled. 
13.  Presenter:  Anne Jiang 
       Faculty mentor:  Robin Choo, PhD
        School:  University of Pittsburgh at Titusville
       Title:   The Effects of Social Networking Sites on College Students
In today’s society where the internet is ubiquitous, social networking sites have become exceedingly important in people’s lives.  They, in effect, constitute the primary avenue of social interaction.  This research project investigated how freshmen and sophomore University of Pittsburgh –Titusville students manage their time between school activities and social networking.  Additionally, the importance of social networking sites in the students’ daily lives was examined.  Survey data illustrated that students use various sites for connecting with friends, meeting new people, sharing new ideas, and/or entertainment.  The results showed that freshmen and sophomore students were, to a large extent, influenced to use these sites by their friends and the majority used the networking sites to maintain connections with their friends.  It was discovered that the majority of the females stated that social networking sites have a positive influence on their lives unlike the males who claimed these sites have a negative influence.
14.  Presenter:  Kaitlyn E. Sexton
       Faculty mentor:  Dr. Warren Fass
        School:  University of Pittsburgh at Bradford
       Title:  The Effects of Misleading Questions and the Cognitive 
 
                 
          Interview on Eyewitness Memory
The purpose of the current study was to explore the impacts of question type and interview type on eyewitness memory accuracy.  In the current study, 53 undergraduates were assigned to one of four different conditions.  All participants were asked to watch a 1.25 minute video depicting a home robbery.  One-half of the participants were given 17 multiple-choice questions, six of which were considered non-misleading questions.  The other half of the participants were given the same multiple-choice questions, except the six questions that were non-misleading in the other condition were written in a way to make them misleading.  One-half of the participants in each of those two groups were read a cognitive interview script after they viewed the video while the other half of the participants were not read a cognitive interview script.  The results indicated that neither the cognitive interview nor the type of question had an impact on eyewitness memory accuracy.  

15.  Presenter:  Xiomara Kanhai
       Faculty mentors:  Dr. Nancy Tress and Dr. Robin Choo
        School:  University of Pittsburgh at Titusville
       Title:   Oral Health Care and the Effect on Pregnancy
This presentation will investigate why dental exams can reveal more than just the condition of your teeth and gums. Specifically, the relationship between pregnancy and oral health care will be discussed. Pregnancy involves complex physical and physiological changes to woman's body. Studies show that periodontal disease (gum disease) has an effect on pregnancy and may cause pre-term birth. Additionally, dental carries can also develop as a result of the physical changes the mother experiences during pregnancy. Maintaining proper dental care during pregnancy is important to ensure overall health for both the mother and baby.
 16.  Presenter:  Breana Boirie

         Faculty mentors:  Dr. Robin Choo and Dr. Nancy Tress
          School:  University of Pittsburgh at Titusville
        Title:   Herbal Remedies and the Healing Process
Have you ever wondered why so many people use home remedies? This presentation will compare and contrast naturopathic medicine in different cultures concentrating on the use of botanicals in healing. Several examples of herbal remedies will be discussed and the mechanism of action outlined. Naturopathic medicine is a distinct method of primary health care that emphasizes the inherent self-healing process of the body and the use of homeopathic remedies. In this presentation examples of botanicals used in Chinese medicine and Ayurveda medicine will be discussed.  

