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Pictured are brothers

and some alumni at

the first Pitt tailgate of

the season.

Gamma Omeg a Breaks Records with Fall Pledge Class

By: Nabil Rahman & Rush Chair

With the sudden loss of our dear

brother Jim Miller this summer, it was
difficult for many of us to cope with

such a tragedy. Knowing how much
Jim cared about the fraternity, it was
obvious the brothers needed to find a
way to commemorate the work he
previously put forth.  Still too stunned to
even choke back tears, | knew to

honor my grandbig, we needed 25
pledges. If anyone knew Jim, he knew
Ji mds commi t méithourt o
goal set we ran into our first obstacle,
getting 25 pledges.  Clearly this was not
something Gamma Omega has ever
come close to accomplishing. After
weekly meetings of strategizing and
planning, Rush Week finally came in
went. Between the persistence of our
rush committee and the

unprecedented  collective effort by our
brothers, we put Gamma -Omegain a
position it has never been in before.

We knew we could have had up to 35
bids signed before 501, but believe it or
not, we were selective in our 28 person
pledg e class. The Phi Class constitutes
the largest pledge class in Gamma -
Omega history, and exceeded every
other Pitt fraternity by at least 10
members. We hope we made Jim
proud of our accomplishments thus far
this fall. 1 like to think we had some
extra b lessing this semester.

Regardless, we know there is still much
more work to be done, and this cannot
be a rare occurrence.
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Brother Paul Park distributes Free Italian
Ice to raise money for the
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Disease
Foundation
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Message from GM Mike Dias

| am proud to say that the Gamma  -Omega Chapter is in Every single member in the chapter has put forth the effort to
the best state it has ever b een. Not only did we beat the put us in the position we are in today. Everyone sees the
rush goal of 20 that was set for us by nationals, we had limitless amount of results and potential that comes from a
the largest recruitment of any fraternity on Pitt's campus 100% chapter -wide effort. It is very encouraging to see the
by signing 28 men. At Pitt this fall, 187 men signed bids (28 younger members deve loping leadership skills that will

of those were signed with us), which means that Gamma - inevitably continue to help this chapter strive in the future.
Omega signed one out of every six new members in IFC.
| would say that our chapter's long  -range goals are very clear

By having the largest pledge class we have ever and attainable. We plan on continuing to rush the best men on
experienced, we thought it may provide issues in our campus, have 3 successful rush  periods each academic year,
pledge education, but it absolutely has not. We assigned exceed the all -men's average for GPA and win multiple FACE
two brotherhood developers and in cluded the GMC to and Cathedral Awards. Signs of attaining these goals are

help as the third and they have done a wonderful job already starting to surface and in the coming years, Gamma -
thus far. We completely revamped our pledge education Omega plans to not only decorate our walls with award s but
program to focus on the history of Kappa Sigma, a strict have the elite Fraternal chapter at Pitt and in the Kappa Sigma
focus on academics and the development of skills and Fraternity.

responsibilities need ed to become a successful person
and a productive brother.

A.E.K.D.B
Scholarship has also improved for our chapter. Our GPA Mike Dias
has steadily been on the rise and, with a chapter GPA of
2.93, we are striving for 3.08 (Pitt'sall -men&6s aver a
semester.

Work of the Phi Pledge Class

By: Patrick Ney & Phi Class Pledge

On September 14, 2007 the Gamma  -Omega chapter

pledged in one of its  largest pledge classes in its history.
Consisting of twenty -four pledges, the Phi class has started its
service to the chapter and to the community. By the end of
their approximate 6 0 days of pledging t
completed some of the same rigorous tasks that current

Gamma -Omega brothers complete every day. These tasks
include working with committee chairs to set up events,
completing at least twenty community service hours per
pledge, and studying for four hours per week.

Along side of the brotherhood development advisors: Benn

Grodin, Nabil Rahman, and Colin Campbell the Phi pledges

have already started giving  back to their community. They

have volunteered at such placesa s the Shadyside Boys and
Girls Club and the Carl owth&rc ho
support at charity events such as the Delta Delta Delta

kickball tournament and the Greek Week Blood Drive.

Brothers Michael Dias and Michael Blizard pester
coll ege students for donati
of Pittsburgh.

All of the Phi pledges, including myself, feel good about

being integrated into the brotherhood. We enjoy spending

time with our big brothers at special events. Recently, the

Phi 6s teamed u pbrothersimwhattumedouttoi g
be a fierce bowling competition. Also, some pledges
participate in fraternity footba  Il. Events like these help us get
to know more of the brothers as well as become better

friends with our fellow pledges.

Overall the pledging experience so far has been a fun one
that has started to provide the tools for us to become
valuable members of t he brotherhood. | feel confident that
all of our pledges will be able to  contribute to the success

Pledges (from right to left) Mike Torbic, Tim Keane, o o .
Dean Coffin. and Codv Weiss show of their white teeth. that has become tradition within this chapter.
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