PS 0200:  AMERICAN POLITICAL PROCESS
University of Pittsburgh

Monday 6:00-8:30pm

352 Cathedral of Learning
Spring 2009
Instructor:  

Heather Rice

Office:  

4432 Posvar Hall 

Phone:  

(412) 648-7255
E-Mail:  
  
hmr9@pitt.edu

Office Hours:  
Mondays 3-5, and by appointment.

Course Description:
     This course provides an overview of American National Government with an emphasis on introducing contemporary issues and examining current political science research as it pertains to those issues.  The topics we will be covering include political participation, the presidency, Congress, the courts, and civil rights and civil liberties.

Objectives of the Course:
The primary goals of this course are to help students (1) think critically about the institutions that form our government and the impact of politics and economics on American society; and (2) improve their individual research, writing and analytical skills.  

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: (1) define and describe the theoretical and empirical perspectives that underlie the study of American politics; (2) identify the interaction of institutions, culture, race, religion, class and gender, among others, as key variables within political and electoral systems; and (3) identify the basic political rights of citizens and the civic responsibilities that exist within our system of government.

Required Books:
Barbour, Christine and Matthew J. Streb, eds.  2006.  Clued in to Politics: A Critical Thinking Reader in American Government, 2nd Edition.  Washington, DC: CQ Press.

Lowi, Theodore J., Benjamin Ginsburg and Kenneth A. Shepsle.  2007.  American Government: Power and Purpose, 10th Edition.  New York: W.W. Norton & Company.

Academic Honesty:
     All students are advised to be familiar with the University of Pittsburgh’s standards of academic integrity (http://www.pitt.edu/~graduate/ai1.html).  These principles will be strictly enforced in this course.  Cheating on examinations and plagiarizing on papers are examples, but not an exhaustive list, of violations of these standards of academic integrity.  Anyone thought to have violated the standards of academic integrity will face the full force of university-sanctioned penalties, including, but not limited to, failing the class.

Attendance and Classroom Conduct:
     Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  This encompasses mental as well as physical presence.  Students who miss classes (again, mentally or physically) are responsible for the material covered while they are absent.  Disruptive behavior, including, but not limited to, showing up late, leaving early, reading newspapers, failure to turn off cell phones, insulting either classmates or the instructor, and talking during lectures will not be tolerated and, if these behaviors are present, they will be taken into consideration when evaluating participation grades.  

Accommodations for Persons with Disabilities:
     If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you are encouraged to contact both your instructor and the Office of Disability Resources and Services, 216 William Pitt Union, (412)648-7890/(412)383-7355 (TTY) as early as possible in the term.  DRS will verify your disability and determine reasonable accommodations for this course.  All discussions between you and me will remain confidential.

Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated on three exams, five in-class quizzes, and class participation, as detailed below.  Further, the instructor reserves the right to utilize pop quizzes if it becomes clear that students are not reading the required materials for each class period.  All exams and quizzes are to be taken at the scheduled time.  The only exception is for a university-approved absence (prolonged illness, death in the family, etc.).  Failure to take an exam at the scheduled time will result in a zero grade.  
The grading scale below will be used in this class:

A+
97-100


A   
93-96


A-  
90-92


B+ 
87-89


B   
83-86


B-  
80-82


C+
77-79


C
73-76
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67-69

D
63-66

D-       60-62

F
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Your grade will consist of the following components:

Exam 1:

15% 

Exam 2:

20%

Exam 3:

25%

Quiz 1:

6% 
Quiz 2:

6%

Quiz 3:

6%

Quiz 4:

6%

Quiz 5:

6%

Participation:
10%

Graded Work:

1. 
Exams:
Three exams will be given.  Together, they are worth 60% of your grade.  Each will cover approximately one-third of the course material.  The exams will contain a combination of multiple choice and essay items based on both the assigned readings and class discussion.  Use of books and/or notes for exams and quizzes is strictly prohibited.  The exams are NOT cumulative.  Each successive exam will be worth more of your grade as the semester progresses (i.e., Exam 3 is worth more than Exam 1 – this benefits you, the student).  The first exam is worth 15% of your grade and will be held on February 9th, the second exam is worth 20% of your grade and will be held on March 23rd, and the third exam is worth 25% of your grade and will be held during our normal class time (6:00-8:30) on Monday, April 20th.  

2. 
Quizzes:

Announced quizzes will be given five times during the term to encourage the completion of assigned readings and to assess student progress independently of examinations. Quizzes will be multiple choice and content may include any readings assigned prior to or for the current class, as well as any material covered during previous course meetings. No notes, books, or other material are permitted for use on quizzes.  Each quiz is worth 6% of your grade.  Quizzes will be given at the beginning of class – no exceptions.  That means NO MAKE-UP QUIZZES!  These quizzes will be held on January 26th, February 23rd, March 16th, April 6th, and April 13th.

3. 
Class Participation

Class participation is both required and rewarded.  As such, the remaining 10% of your grade is reserved to measure your class attendance and participation.  I will closely monitor your level of attendance, attention, and participation in class.  Further, each of our class periods will begin with the question – “What is happening in American politics?”  Your task is to synthesize current political events into the assigned class topic for the week.  The emphasis should be on analysis of politics and not simply personal opinions on the current state of politics.  Respect for your classmates and your instructor is expected.
Schedule of Assignments:
     Below is a schedule of assignments for the class.  Note that these are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.  However, if there are to be any changes to the below assignments, the instructor will let you know as far in advance as possible.  All readings are to be completed by the beginning of each class.  

Section I:     Foundations of the American system

January  5

Introduction to the course, syllabus, each other, and politics
January  12

The U.S. Constitution 
Read: Lowi, et al., Chapters 1 and 2

 Barbour and Streb, Chapters 1-3 

January  19

NO CLASS – MLK HOLIDAY 
January  26

QUIZ 1 at the beginning of class 

federalism
Read: Lowi, et al., Chapter 3 

 Barbour and Streb, Chapter 3
February  2

civil liberties and civil rights
Read: Lowi, et al., Chapter 4

 Barbour and Streb, Chapters 4 and 5
February  9

EXAM 1
Section II:
Politics

February  16

public opinion/media
Read: Lowi, et al., Chapter 9 and 13


 Barbour and Streb, Chapters 10 and 14
February  23

QUIZ 2 at the beginning of class 
voting, campaigns, and elections
Read: Lowi, et al., Chapter 10

 Barbour and Streb, Chapter 13
March  2

political parties
Read: Lowi, et al., Chapter 11

 Barbour and Streb, Chapter 11
March  9

NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK!
March  16

QUIZ 3 at the beginning of class 
political interests

Read: Lowi, et al., Chapter 12


 Barbour and Streb, Chapter 12

March  23
 
EXAM 2
Section III:
Political Institutions
March  30

Congress
Read: Lowi, et al., Chapter 5





  Barbour and Streb, Chapter 6

April  6

QUIZ 4 at beginning of class 

Executive

Read: Lowi, et al., Chapter 6 


 Barbour and Streb, Chapters 7
April  13

QUIZ 5 at beginning of class
Judiciary

Read: Lowi, et al., Chapter 8

 Barbour and Streb, Chapter 9

April  20

FINAL EXAM during regularly scheduled class time
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