










cultural "norms"; and challenges in establishing empathy 
in the healthcare setting. These are all useful, but the real 
worth ofthe collection probably lies in the literary selec­
tions, which engage the reader in these dialogues in ways 
that no "scientific" article could - and which go a long 
way towards promoting and understanding the elusive 
"humanism" that Eugene Hirsch mentions in this issue of 
Community Ethics. 

Concerns with empathy and humanism also seem to be at 
stake in Beth Chaitin's article, embedded in the challenge 
of resolving her dual roles of ethicist and social worker. 
Martin Benjamin and Joy Curtis address similar concerns 
in their book Ethics in Nursing - and although it focuses 
on nurses, these essays, cases, and commentaries should 
be of interest to anyone in healthcare who wants to un­
derstand the complexities ofethical decisionmaking in the 
context of specific job- and institution-related duties. 
Benjamin and Curtis identify some ofthe expected quali­
ties and duties of nurses and analyze the ways in which 
these may help or hinder nurses in ethical decisionrnaking. 
Among these are a variety ofemotional, professional, and 
political issues l such as doctor-nurse relationships, con­
flicts among nursing staff, protective or parentalistic feel­
ings towards patients, and nurses' responsibilities towards 
their institutions and their profession. 

Chaitin notes that she felt "encumbered" by her past, hav­
ing approached medical decision making in only one way 
throughout her career. In a way, Benjamin and Curtis pro­
vide an explicit method for nurses (and with a little 
generaization, a blueprint for other professionals) to iden­
tify the aspects of their profession which influence them 
to view dilemmas in a particular way, and thus to approach 
decision making from an empathic but more fully informed 
and far-seeing point ofview. 

True objectivity may be an impossible dream, as Pemick's 
book cautions. But the balancing act described in this 
newsletter and in these books - the combination of pro­

He 
by Eugene Hirsch 

He was sitting, feet dangling 
from the side of his bed, 

faced by a tray of food on a stand. 
He slowly took bits of beans, 
each load, a basket of gravel, 
each sip of juice, a pilgrimage 

to fhe shrine for holy water, each faste 
of bread, his very last. His black hands 

were like prunes, the jagged purple marks 
under his skin betraying the grape sludge 
flowing through his veins. His head, 

so recently plush, held only a few thin hairs. 
His face and eyes were yellow-gaunt. 

A gown hung over his shoulders 
as over a hanger in a closet 
with no clothes beneath. He looked up 

when I came in with his daughter 
and his new grandson. The sight 
almost scared his cancer away, 

as he smiled so wide, this warrior, 
this young man whom we had sent to war 

so few years ago, whom no one now would touch. 

Originally appeared in The Tyranny of the Norma/. 
Reprinted with permission of the author. 

fessional awareness and lessons learned from history and 
literature - may be one of the best alternatives for anyone 
involved in ethical decisionmaking. 
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Jody Chidester, Administrative Assistant to the Consor­
tium Ethics Program, was recently awarded the 1997 CME 
StafTRecognition Award by the University ofPittsburgh's 
Center for Continuing Education in the Health Sciences. The 
award was established to recognize those who consistently 
exceed the continuing education compliance standards. 

As the CEP has grown, so has our yearly schedule of ac­
credited classes and outreach programs (over 75 are cur­
rently listed for the 1996-97 program year). Jody has put in 
an incredible amount ofwork "behind the scenes" to make 
sure that the accreditation process and all other aspects of 
our educational programs run smoothly. We applaud her 
efforts and offer our sincere thanks. 
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CONSORTIUM ETHICS PI,OGRAM 

1997 Annual RetreatUpcon1ing Events 
Local
 

CEP Basic Classes
 

June 9, 1997 
9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 

Confidentiality and Truthtelling:
 
People Say the Damedest Things
 

Beth Chaitin, BS. MSW, MA
 
(Shadyside Hospital) 

Mary Therese Connors, RN, MA
 
(Duquesne University / St. Francis Health System)
 

CEP Advanced Classes
 

May 19,1997 
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

The Changing Meanings of Death: 
From the Fear of Premature Burial 

to the Debate Over Brain-Death 
Martin Pemick, Ph.D. 
ProfessorofHistory,
 

University ofMichigan
 

June 9,1997 
1:00 p.m. ·5:00 p.m. 

Ethical Issues in Pediatric Care
 
Joel Frader, M.D.
 

Associate Professor, Pediatrics
 
Associate Professor, Anesthesiology & Critical Care Medicine
 

University ofPittsburgh
 

September 19-21 

Basic Series 
"Organizational Ethics" 

Andrew Thurman, J.D., M.P.H. 

"Historical Perspectives: 

What Has History To Do With Ethics?" 

Rosa Lynn Pinkus, Ph.D. 

"Ways of Thinking: 
Psychology & Moral Development" 

Jyotsna Vasudev, Ph.D. 

"Philosophy and Moral Development: The 
General and the Particular'" 

Mark Kuczewski, Ph.D. 

"Physician Assisted Suicide" 
David Kelly, Ph.D. 

"A Narrative Based Approach to Medical Ethics" 
Martin Kahn, Ph.D. 

"Fortitude and Frankenstein: Reader's Theater" 
(Performance & Discussion) 

Jack Coulehan, M.D. 

Advanced Series 

"Private Talk and the Moral Life: 
From Self~lnterlocutor to Dramaturge" 

Martin Kahn, Ph.D. 

"A Death In The Family" 
Bob Arnold, M.D. (and guests) 

"Talking About Advance Directives" (role plays) 
Bob Arnold, M.D. 

"Medicine and Metaphor" 
Jack Coulehan, MD and Eugene Hirsch, MD 

"Informed Consent: Does It Take A Village?" 
Mark Kuczewski, Ph.D. 

"Respecting both Adolescent Patients and 
Their Families" 

William Aiken, Ph.D. 

"Organizational Ethics" 
Andy Thurman, J.D., M.P.H. 

"Cross Cultural Ethics" 
Jyotsna Vasudev, Ph.D. 
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National
 
June 22·26,1997
 
MIDWEST INTENSIVE BIOETHICS COURSE (MIBC)
 
Sheraton Mctrodornc, Minneapolis, MN. A joint project of the Biocthics Centers of the University of Minnesota, University of 
Wisconsin, and the Medical College of Wisconsin, the MIBe provides a unique opportunity to gain a deepened understanding of 
current issues in bl0ethics and various methods of approaching them. Nationally and internationally recognized faculty include: Mila 
Aroskar, R,N" Ed,D,; Diannc Bartels, R,N" M,A,; Muriel Bebeau, Ph,D.; Alan Buchanan, Ph.D.; Alta Charo, J.D.; Ronald Cranford, 
M.D.; Patricia Crisham, Ph.D., R.N.; Arthur Derse, M.D., J.D.; Kathy Faber-Langendoen, M.D.; Jeffrcy Kahn, Ph.D., M.P.H.; Rosalic 
Kane, D.S.W.; David Mayo, Ph,D.; Stevcn Miles, M.D.; Robyn Shapiro, J,D.; and Susan Wolf, J,D. Residential tuition is $1200, Non­
residential tuition is $950. For information contact: Center for Bioethics, University of Minnesota, 2221 University Avenue SE, Suite 
110, Minneapolis, MN 554 \ 4. Phone: 612-626-9756, Fax 612-626-9786, or E-mail: holmb006@maroon.tc.umn.edu. 

July 28-August 3,1997.
 
CASE NARRATIVE AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF OBJECTIVITY
 
Sponsored by the Medical Ethics and Humanities Program, Northwestern University Medieal School, Chieago, IL. This interactive 
program will address topics including the uses of narrative reasoning, case genres, the representation of fact in medieine and 
bioethies, the place of the patient's narrative in medical and bioethics cases, "real" cases and the question of authenticity, whether 
some medical ease histories are more ethieal than others, and whether the medium of representation affects response. Faeulty include 
Kathryn Montgomery Hunter, Ph.D., Tod Chambers, Ph,D., Wilham Donnelly, M.D., and Suzanne Poirier, Ph.D. CME eredits available. 
Tuition is $600, somc meals included; reasonable hotel rates available. Application deadline is May 10, 1997. For morc information 
contaet Joan Broholm, Phone: (312) 503-7962; E·mail: <j-broholm@nwu.edu>, or send CV and a letter indieating your interest and 
lodging needs to Kathryn Montgomery Huntcr, Ph.D., Direetor, Medieal Ethics and Humanities Program (M-I05), Northwestern 
University Medical School, 303 East Chicago Avenue, Chicago, IL, 60611; E-mail: <k-hunler@nwu.edu>. 

August 4-8, 1997 
SUMMER SEMINAR IN HEALTHCARE ETHICS 
Sponsored by the Department of Medical Hislory & Ethics, School of Medieine, University of Washington. To be held in Seattle, WA. 
Directed to physicians, nurses, soeial workers, chaplains, teachers, and others involved in the care of patients or the education of 
providers, this annual Summer Seminar provides an intensive introduction to the concepts. methods, and literature of Healthcare 
cthics. Albert Jonsen, Ph.D., wi11lead the Seminar, and Linda Emanuel, M.D., Viee President for Medieal Ethies at the Ameriean Medical 
Association, and Ezekiel Emanuel. M.D., Ph .D., of Harvard Univcrsity, will be the guest faculty. The University of Washington School 
of Mcdicinc designates this course for approximately 30 hours of Category 1 of the Physician's Recognition Award of the American 
Medical Association. For further information contact: Marilyn J. Barnard, Program Coordinator; Medical History & Ethies; Box 
357120; School of Medicine; University of Washington; Seattle, WA 98195-7120; Phone: (206) 616-1864; FAX: (206) 685-7515, or E­
mail: mbarnard@u.washington.edu 

November 5-9,1997 
Visions for Ethics & Humanities in a Changing Healthcare Environment 
The Joint Meeting of the American Association of Bioethics, the Society for Bloethics ConSUltation, 
and the Society for Health and Human Values 
Baltimorc Marriott Inner Harbor; Baltimore, Maryland. This meeting is meant to provoke reflection on both the perils and the 
possibilities inhcrcnt in the rapid changes now taking place in the American healthcare system, and to some extent in healthcare 
systems throughout the world. Sessions will fall under three main themes: Institutional Change, Science/Technological Change, and 
Social/Cultural Change, For more information writc to: 1997 Joint Meeting, 6728 Old McLean Village Drive, MeLean, VA221 0 I. Phone: 
(703) 556-9222. email: shhv@aol.com. 

April 17-18, 1998 
Whose Ethics? Which Medicine? The Tacit and Explicit Development of a Medical Ethic 
The Spring Meeting of the Society for Health and Human Values 
Co-sponsored by the Consortium Ethics Program and the Dale Ethics Center of Youngstown State University. This meeting will 
examine the assumption that there is a single field of bioethics and medical humanities that shares principles, a vocabulary, and 
methods. In order to see if this is the ease, clinicians, social scientists, and scholars from the humanities will team up to examine the 
development of clinical cthics in a variety of specialties and subspeeialties. The conference will provide a forum for those engaged in 
these reflective assessments to examinc thc ways in which various approaches to bioethies determine our conception of medieine and 
its ethIcal issues. Why have some voices emerged louder than othcrs? Is a "ncw" common voiee achievable? A call for submissions 
will be mailed out in the coming months; Community Ethics will carry further announcements as the confercnce takes shape. To be 
added to the mailing list for the meeting, contact the CEP at: 37085thAvenue, Suite 300, Pittsburgh, PA, \ 5213; Phone: 412-647-5834; 
Fax: 412-647-5877; Email: caJ3+@pitt.edu. 
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