Philosophy of Science Recitation Bryan Roberts

Deductive vs. Inductive Arguments

My deduction is that your <
tie is absurd, Watson. 3

Deductions and inductions
must be arguments!

Rule of Thumb #1:

The conclusion of a deduction is
not more informative than its
premises.

Rule of Thumb #2:
The conclusion of an induction is
more informative than its premises.
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Examples of Induction and Deduction

Example 1:

Example 2:

Example 3:

Example 4:

Example 5:

Pl. Wendy is a cat and Wendy is black.

C. Wendyis a cat.
This is an example of

Pl. The sunrose yesterday.

P2. The sun rose today.

C. The sun will rise tomorrow.
This is an example of

P1l. Watson’s socks are black or white.

P2. Watson’s socks are not black.

C. Watson’s socks are white.
This is an example of

P1. There is an elephant in this classroom.

P2. All elephants are pink.

C. There is a pink elephant in this classroom.
This is an example of

P1l. Experimental evidence has shown that some
human genetic information is contained in
the DNA molecule.

C. Experimental evidence has shown that all

human genetic information is contained in
the DNA molecule.

This is an example of




