11/28/2010
Philosophy 1190—Nietzsche Paper Topics

Answer ALL PARTS of EITHER ONE of the following two questions, in approximately 2000 words.  Email your paper to me at rbrandom@pitt.edu by 2:30 PM on Wednesday, December 8, 2010.  Late papers will not be accepted for any reason, but papers may be submitted at any time before that.  So be sure to give yourself sufficient time in advance to be sure that your paper gets in on time.  Your name and email address must appear in the paper.  The subject line of your email must be “Philosophy 1190 Nietzsche paper”.  It would be a convenience to me if the filename of your paper started with your last name.  All work must be your own, but you may use without explicit attribution anything I have said or written. 
1) Nietzsche’s diagnosis (The Genealogy of Morality):
a) What does Nietzsche mean by a “genealogy of morality”?  Explain both what he means by “morality” and what he means by “genealogy.” Give at least one other example of a debunking genealogy of some normative phenomenon. 

b) Nietzsche thinks that there was a “transvaluation of all values” separating traditional from modern societies.  In particular, he thinks there was a conceptual sea-change from categories of “good and bad” to categories of “good and evil.”  Explain both of these sets of categories. He thinks that some traits of character and features of actions are given different valences (positive or negative) in the two different sets of categories.  Give some central examples.
c) Nietzsche offers a bold hypothesis as to what caused this shift in values.  Looking over his shoulder at Hegel’s discussion of mastery and slavery, his slogan for this is “the slave revolt” that he thinks took place over a thousand years or more.  Explain his hypothesis and this slogan, in terms of your answer to (b).
d) In addition to the large scale social-cultural hypothesis in (c), Nietzsche also has a psychological, indeed physiological, hypothesis as to the mechanism whereby the post-slave-revolt morality works in individual human beings.  His term for that hypothesis is “ressentiment.”  Explain this term and the constellation of symptoms that he gathers together under it.
2) Nietzsche’s therapy (Thus Spake Zarathustra—and other texts):

Nietzsche’s materialism and his humanism—what he thinks we learn about ourselves from science and what we learn about ourselves from art, or again, what he has learned from the Enlightenment and what he has learned from Romanticism—are ultimately tied together by the structure of time or temporality.  Explain this by answering all parts of the following questions:
a) What does Nietzsche mean by saying that “God is dead”?  How is that claim related to the nihilism about values that he thinks is a possible lesson of atoms-in-the-void natural science (materialism)?  
b) Nietzsche himself, though, is not a nihilist about values and meanings.  He is a humanist about them.  Explain what he thinks is the source of values or meanings, including the distinction between good and evil.  What does he mean when he says that “esteeming is of all things the most estimable”?  
c) Nietzsche says we should think of the present as a bridge between the past and the future, and understand ourselves—our present selves, and humanity in general as it is now (“the last men”)—as something to be overcome.  Explain this, and what it has to do with his temporalizing and individualizing the asymmetric recognitive structure of the Master and the Slave, familiar to us from Hegel. 
