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Philosophy 1190—Marx Paper Topics

Answer ALL PARTS of the following question, in approximately 2000 words.  Email your paper to me at rbrandom@pitt.edu by 2:30 PM on Monday, November 8, 2010.  Late papers will not be accepted for any reason, but papers may be submitted at any time before that.  So be sure to give yourself sufficient time in advance to be sure that your paper gets in on time.  Your name and email address must appear in the paper.  The subject line of your email must be your last name, followed by “Philosophy 1190 Marx paper”.  All work must be your own, but you may use without explicit attribution anything I have said or written. 
1) Commodity exchange, labor power, surplus value, and class oppression:
a) What is a commodity?  Explain the concepts of use value and exchange value, and the differences and relations between them.  In what sense is exchange value an abstraction from use value?
b) In what ways does Marx think that human labor power is a very special commodity?  Explain the concept of surplus value as part of your answer.  Explain also what that concept has to do with the transformation of money into capital. 

c) Marx is an ontological socialist about normative statuses and relations.  That is, he thinks that there can be normative relations, such as inequality, injustice, and compulsion between social constellations of individuals even if the relations between those individuals as individuals are equal and just and uncompelled.  Explain how this thought is applied in the case of the pure capitalism Marx is theorizing about.  To do that, explain what social classes are, and how he thinks that the class of capitalists can stand in asymmetric relations of compelling the class of workers to produce surplus value that inequitably and unjustly becomes the sole property of the capitalists, even though every individual exchange in which a capitalist buys the labor power of a worker is symmetrical, equal, just, and uncompelled.  
