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Philosophy 1190—Hegel Paper Topics

Answer ONE of the following questions, in approximately 2000 words.  Email your paper to me at rbrandom@pitt.edu by 2:30 PM on Tuesday, October 12, 2010.  Late papers will not be accepted for any reason, but papers may be submitted at any time before that.  So be sure to give yourself sufficient time in advance to ensure that your paper gets in on time.  Your name and email address must appear in the paper.  The subject line of your email must be “Philosophy 1190 Hegel paper”.  All work must be your own, but you may use anything I have said or written without explicit attribution. 
1) Knowledge:
a) Describe the class of epistemological views that Hegel is objecting to in the first half of the Introduction to the Phenomenology.  What is their topic, and how do they approach it?

b) What does he thinks is wrong with views of this kind?  That is, what drawbacks does he think they have?

c) What is the view Hegel recommends to address the topic you described in (a) without incurring the costs you described in (b)?  Break it down into as many sub-theses as possible, explaining each and how they fit together.
OR
2) Self-Consciousness:
a) What is Kant’s idea of selves as a normative phenomenon?  Why does Hegel think that requires a social theory of such selves?  
b) Explain how selves as normative subjects and their communities are simultaneously synthesized by reciprocal recognition.  How does that account lead to a non-cartesian account of self-consciousness?
c) What is the “causality of fate”?  That is, why is it that the Master cannot—for metaphysical, rather than just psychological reasons—get what he wants? 
