
A Spirit of Trust:

A Semantic Reading of Hegel’s Phenomenology

Philosophy 2180—Fall 2010
Wednesdays, 2:30-5:00, CL 1001
Bob Brandom
1. Meeting 1 [8/31]:  
Introduction to a semantic reading of the PhdG.
ASoT Ch. 1:  
“Sketch of a Program for a Critical Reading of Hegel”

ASoT Ch. 2:  
“Some Pragmatist Themes in Hegel’s Idealism”

“Animating Ideas of Idealism: A Semantic Sonata in Kant and Hegel” (on website, and in Reason in Philosophy).
2. Meeting 2 [9/7]:  

Hegel’s Introduction
ASoT Ch. 3:  
“Retrospection, Error, and Representation”

3. Meeting 3 [9/14]:  
Consciousness I—Sense Certainty and Perception
ASoT Ch. 4: 
“Mediating the Immediate” Parts 1-3
No class on 9/21

4. Meeting 4 [9/28]: 

Consciousness II—Force and Understanding
ASoT Ch. 4: 
“Mediating the Immediate” Part 4
ASoT Ch. 5: 
“Holism and Idealism in Hegel’s Phenomenology”
5. Meeting 5 [10/5]:  
Self-Consciousness
  
ASoT Ch. 6:
“The Structure of Desire and Recognition”



“Stoicism, Skepticism, and the Unhappy Consciousness”
No class on 10/12 (Fall Break, Monday classes meet on Tuesday)

6. Meeting 6 [10/19]:  
Reason I
ASoT Ch. 7:
“Hegel’s Expressive Metaphysics of Agency” Sections I-VI
7. Meeting 7 [10/26]: 
Reason II
ASoT Ch. 7:
“Hegel’s Expressive Metaphysics of Agency” Sections VII-XI.

8. Meeting 8 [11/2]: 
Spirit I
ASoT Ch. 8:
“From Irony to Trust: Modernity and Beyond” Sections I-VII
9. Meeting 9 [11/9]: 

Spirit II
ASoT Ch. 8:
“From Irony to Trust: Modernity and Beyond” Sections VIII-XI
10. Meeting 10 11/16]: 
Spirit III
ASoT Ch. 8:
“From Irony to Trust: Modernity and Beyond” Sections XII and XIII.
11. Meeting 11 [11/23]: 
Absolute Knowing
12. Meeting 12 [11/30]:
Preface, and Science of Logic.

13. Meeting 13 [12/7]:     Conclusion

This syllabus, the drafts of extant chapters of Brandom’s ms. A Spirit of Trust, and other important seminar materials are on the course website, available at:  www.pitt.edu/~brandom. It will be updated weekly with new material.
Terry Pinkard’s translation of the Phenomenology (with Miller’s paragraph numbering and facing German text) is available at: http://web.mac.com/titpaul/Site/Phenomenology_of_Spirit_page.html

