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Clinical Associate Professor of Law

Health  Law  Clinic

University of Pittsburgh School of Law

3900 Forbes Avenue

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15260

412-648-5476

EDUCATION

Legal: University of Pittsburgh School of Law

Juris Doctor received in 1980

Undergraduate: Carlow College

     3333 Fifth Avenue

     Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213

     Bachelor of Arts in History, cum laude

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

University of Pittsburgh School of Law Health Law Clinic, September 1993 to present

As Supervising Attorney of the Health Law Clinic, each semester, I teach a class of up to ten students who

become certified to represent low income clients in the area of health benefits.  My role is to prepare the

students to conduct interviews, negotiate settlements, represent clients at administrative hearings and

trials, and  mana ge their a ssigned  cases thr ough th e seme ster.  Un der m y tutelag e, stude nts partic ipate in

simulations prior to encountering their actual clients, learn the substantive law and regulations that

govern their cases, and appear in court proceedings on behalf of their clients.  I also teach a health law

practicum on law and policy in the Winter semester, and serve as faculty advisor to both the Health Law

Society and the National Health Law Moot Court team.

Burns, White & Hickton

2400 Fifth Avenue Place

120 Fifth Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

412-394-2500

from June 1987 to September 1993

I was a pra cticing attorney in th is medium -sized defen se firm, and  did mu ch of the firm � s appellate

practice.    I also represented claimants before the Social Security Administration, and assisted pro bono

clients through the Homeless Project of the 
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Allegheny County Bar Association.

Supe rior Cou rt of Penn sylvania

Hon. William F. Cercone

2801 Grant Building

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

412-565-5493

I was a law clerk who researched and drafted opinions for the judge.  During my last two years, I served



as administrative clerk, with additional adm inistrative duties.

August 1982 to May 1987

Office of the D istrict Attorney of A llegheny C ounty

401 Courthou se

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

412-350-4378

I worked as an A DA in both the ap pellate and trial divisions.

August 1980 to August 1982

OTHER EXPERIENCES

Member of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court Appellate Court Rules Committee

May 1985 to June 1994   (Chair of the Committee from October 1993 to June 1994)

Member of Pittsburgh Religious Sisters of Mercy, 1965-77.

Associate Director, Thomas Merton Center, Ministry for Justice and Peace, 1973-77.

Coordinator of Pittsburgh Chapter, Amnesty International, 1976-81.

Intermediate Level Teacher, Carlow College Campus School, 1970-73.

RECENT AND C URRENT INVOLV EMENTS

*Vice Chair of Board of Directors of the Legal Aid Society of Pittsburgh; member of Board since 1995.

*Treasurer of Health Law Section of Allegheny County Bar Association.

*Memb er of Inns of Court, University of Pittsburgh Cha pter.

*Member of American Bar Association, Pennsylvania Bar Association and Allegheny County Bar

Association.

RECENT PRESENTATIONS

*Moderator of Panel Presentation at annual Elder Law Institute in Hershey, PA, on topic of

 � Communicating with the Elderly �  in July 2000.

*Presen ted a ses sion to N orth Hills P assava nt/UP MC  Hosp ital on topic  of  � How  to be a G ood W itness �  in

January 2000.

*Prepared materials for and participated in mock trial at annual retreat for Center for Bioethics and

Health Law in September 1999.

ARTICLES

 � To Predict or to Certify Unresolved Questions of Law: A Proposal for Federal Court Certification to the

Pennsylvania Sup reme Court, �  68 Temple L . Rev. 725 (1995).

 � The Asymptomatic Ill and Genetic Discrimination, �  Parts 1 and 2, Matthew Bender Health Care Law

Monthly (June an d August 19 98).


