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What is the Senate

·An official University body for shared governance.

·The Senate:

¹Makes recommendations concerning educational 

policies and other matters of University-wide concern.

¹Shall foster discussion and maintain communication 

among students, staff, faculty, administrative officers 

and Board of Trustees on all matters affecting the 

welfare of the University or its constituent members.

·University administrative officers shall consult the 

Senate, its officers, or its committees on any matter 

of University-wide concern.



The Members of the Senate 

Include:

·All faculty with a full-time academic appointment;

·All part-time tenured faculty;

·All full-time faculty librarians;

·Certain Administrators;

¹ The Chancellor, the Deans, 8 administrators who are 

members of Senate Council and 4 other administrators 

designated by the Chancellor;

·The staff and student members of Senate Council and of 

Senate Standing Committees;

·Part-time untenured faculty who teach at least six credits 

per year and request membership;

·Retired faculty & librarians who ask to remain members.



Functional Components of the 

Senate

·Faculty Assembly (FA).

·Senate Council (SC).

·Senate Officers and Executive Committee.

·Senate Office.

·15 Standing Committees.

·Also:

¹Ad Hoc Committees.

¹Elections Committee.

¹Appointments on important University and Board 
of Trusteesô committees.



The Senate Office

·Supports all Senate business.

·Two full-time staff members.

¹Lori Molinaro, Director of the Senate.

¹Cindy Brendel, Assistant to the Director.

·Office Address.

¹1234 Cathedral of Learning

·Office Phone (412-624-6505).

·More Information.

¹http://www.pitt.edu/univsenate/index.html

http://www.pitt.edu/univsenate/index.html


Most Senate Positions Are Filled by 

Election

·Faculty Assembly Members.

¹Elected to 3-year terms by their Academic Units.
ėOne-third of terms expire each year.

·Senate Council Members.

¹Elected FA members in 2nd & 3rd year of FA term.

¹Various appointed members (details to follow).

·Senate Officers.

¹Elected to 1-year terms by all Senate members.

·Standing Committee Members.

¹Elected to 3-year terms by FA members.



Senate Officers and Their Duties

·President.

¹Presides over FA and SC meetings.

·Vice President.

¹Facilitates ñSenate Mattersò column.

·Secretary.

¹Responsible for FA and SC meeting minutes.

Are the voting members of the Senate 
Executive Committee.



Senate Officers: Qualifications & 

Terms

·Eligibility.

¹Any faculty member who is eligible for 

membership in Faculty Assembly can run for a 

Senate Officer position.

·Terms are one year. 

·Term limits.

¹Three successive terms in one office.

·Who votes for Senate officers?

¹All members of the University Senate.


