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VON STROHEIM & VON STERNBERG

Mark Lynn Anderson ENGLIT 3114: Film Directors
Office: Cathedral 517J CRN 31114
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 6:00 PM to 9:50 PM
Tuesdays, 3:30 pM to 5:00 pM; Lawrence _Hall 209
Wednesdays, 2:00 PM to Spring 2005

3:00 pM™; & by appointment.

Phone: 412.624.6514
E-mail: andersml@pitt.edu EvS
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The history of the American film industry is also a history of complaints by film directors about the
restraints placed upon their creative work by a profit-driven studio system. While violent clashes
between producers and various film artists have become part of Hollywood legend, no two studio
directors during the classical era were more insistent about the sanctity of art or were more critical of
industrial manufacture than Eric von Stroheim and Josef von Sternberg. Nevertheless, only the studio
system was capable of delivering the vast resources that both filmmakers required in order to realize
their opulent projects. It is no accident that, for the last thirty years, their films have often been
important for institutional histories of early Hollywood, as well as at the center of theoretical discussions
on film censorship, historical reception, women audiences, Americanization, the star system, and the
political economy of the American film industry. This course investigates the careers of these two
renegade directors with an aim toward thinking through some of the more sumptuous contradictions of
the classical Hollywood cinema.

REQUIRED TEXTS:
Peter Baxter. Just Watch!: Sternberg, Paramount, and America. (London: BFI, 1993).

Richard Koszarski. Von: The Life and Films of Erich von Stroheim. (New York: Limelight Editions,
2001).

Frank Norris. McTeague: A Story of San Francisco. (New Y ork: Penguin, 2003).
Josef von Sternberg. Fun in a Chinese Laundry. San Francisco: Mercury House, 1988).

RECOMMENDED TEXT:

Tino Balio, et al. Grand Design: Hollywood as a Modern Business Practice, 1930-1939. (Berkeley,
Cal.; University of California Press, 1995).

COURSE WORK:

Students will complete two take-home exams. Each exam will require a three-page response (750
words) to any one of four or five possible questions from which students must choose. Students will
have one week to complete each exam. There will be a take-home exam on von Stroheim distributed on







