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SYLLABUS

Topics in Genre: Photography of War, Conflict, and Protest
Instructor: Jennifer Saffron, MFA

ENGLIT 1610, Class Number 20064

Wednesdays, 10am - 12:25pm, 207 David Lawrence

Course Description:

Photography of War, Conflict, and Protest will examine and chronicle the role that photography
has played as a mediator of war and pain from the Crimean War to the recent conflicts in Iraq,
the Middie East, and Rwanda. Images of battle, refugee camps, genocide, the Holocaust, and
war protests will be examined through the photographs of those such as Kevin Carter, Nick Ut,
W. Eugene Smith, Eddie Adams, Chris Hondros, James Nachtwey, Fazal Sheikh and others.
Points of inquiry: What is it to image suffering? What does the repercussion of mass chaos and
violence look like? How have images of protest been used to form public opinion? What is the
history of censorship of war photography? How does the media play a critical role in our
understanding of large scale conflict?

Course Guidelines:
1. Your grade will be earned by an even percentage distribution of the following:

- Writing Assignments. This inciudes papers and a notebook/journal.

- Class participation and effort, including active participation in discussions and good
attendance. Each unexcused absence will mark this portion of your grade down by a
full letter grade. More than 3 absences = an F for the entire class. Class participation
inciudes punctuality, being respectfut and civil to fellow students and the instructor, and
the use of appropriate language and behavior. Students will adhere to the Academic
Integrity Guidelines and the Student Code of Conduct.

- Midterm and final presentation.

2. You are expected to be at all classes unless you have an emergency. If you are requesting a
pre-excused absence, please call Professor Saffron ahead of time at (412) 266-4424 and arrange
to receive the assignment. Students with pre-excused absences must turn in their assignments
on time, regardiess of whether or not they will be in class. Students who miss more than one
class in a row due to iliness need to bring a doctor’s note.

3. If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you are
encouraged to contact the Office of Disability Resources and Services, 216 William Pitt Union,
(412) 624-7890 as early as possible in the term, and to speak with Professor Saffron.

4. Cheating/plagiarism will not be tolerated. Students suspected of violating the University of
Pittsburgh policy on Academic Integrity will be required to participate in the outlined procedural
process as initiated by the Professor Saffron. A minimum sanction of a zero score for the quiz,
exam, or paper will be imposed. Complete Academic Integrity Guidelines are at
hitp://www.fcas pitt.edu/academicintegrity.html

5. No late assignments will be accepted, unless you have an emergency. This class includes
reading, writing, visits to the library, and visits to exhibitions. Extra credit assignments will be
offered; extra credit is equal to ¥z of one writing assignment. Papers are to be 1.5 spaced with 11
or 12 point font. Do not email papers or leave them in the faculty mailbox unless instructed to
do so. Bring your notebook to every class, as we will have periodic in-class writings.

6. Office Hours are 12:30 ~ 2:30 on Mondays in 433 Cathedral of Learning, and by appointment.
Email jensaffron@comcast.net or call (412) 266-4424 to make appointments.







