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Qntroduction to cfilm Gences

Summer 2007, 6-Week Session 1
ENGLIT 532
Class # 10864
T/Th 1-4:50 pm LAWRN 207

QUnstructor
Tanine Allison, English Department

E-mail: tla14@pitt.edu or tanine@comcast.net
Office: 617F CL
Office hours: Thursday 12-1 pm and by appt.

Couse opebcti,otion.

This course will serve as an introduction to the theory, analysis, and history of
film genres. In our case studies of four transnational genres—the Western, the
musical, film noir, and the horror film—we will explore film genre’s social function
as ritual or myth, its relation to cuitural ideologies, and its representations of race,
gender, nation, and violence, among other things. Additionally, we will learn
about how genres come about, how they are defined, and how they evolve over
time. In particular, we will focus on the transition from classical to post-classical
genres, as well as how traditional American genres have morphed into global
entertainment genres in various national cinemas. At the end of this course, you
will be able to identify the iconography and conventions of genres, relate genre
theory to particular filmic texts, describe the histories of a number of fiim genres,
and analyze generic strategies for creating culturally significant meanings and
messages.

CRequired cfexts
Film Genre: Hollywood and Beyond, by Barry Langford (Edinburgh UP, 2005)
Film Genre Reader lll, edited by Barry Keith Grant (U of Texas Press, 2003)

**These books are available at the Pitt Bookstore and on reserve at
Hillman Library.

dfilm §exeenings
We will watch each film together in class. Please be a quiet, courteous
spectator. If you are disruptive, sleeping, or playing with a cell phone during the

movie, it will count against your participation grade and you may be asked to
leave.

The R Rating: Some of the films we will watch in class are rated R, or otherwise
contain graphic images of violence, sex, or other disturbing situations. If you do



not feel comfortable watching these films, please see me with concerns or
consider taking another class.

Media Resources: All of the films we will screen in this class are available at the
Media Resource Center on the ground floor of Hillman Library (just inside and to
the right in Cup and Chaucer). If you miss or want to review a film from class,
you can watch it on one of their monitors. You will need to look up the call
number for the movie you want to see.

Courseweb

This class has a Courseweb site, where you can check your grades, look at the
syllabus, and participate in an online discussion board. Handouts and notes may
also be posted there. To access the site, go to courseweb.pitt.edu and sign in
with your usual Pitt username and password. There is also a link from
my.pitt.edu.

Coursework and g'cades

Attendance and Participation (10% of final grade)

You are expected to attend class and participate in class discussions. More than
two absences for any reason will negatively affect your participation grade and
your ability to complete the course requirements (quizzes, etc.).

Quizzes (30%)

Almost every class will begin with a quiz of about 5-10 multiple choice, trueffalse,
fill-in-the-blank, and short answer questions. The quizzes will cover the reading
assigned for that day, and may include questions on material previously covered
in class. Quizzes must be taken in class and cannot be made up at a later date.
| will allow you to “drop” two or three of your lowest quiz grades.

Mid-term and Final Exams (30% each)

These two exams will be take-home essay tests. They will cover course
readings, films, and lectures/discussions. The essay questions will be passed
out in class one week before they are due. The final exam will be cumulative—it
will focus on the second half of the course, but will cover concepts from the entire
course.

flagia'u’bm
All assignments turned in for this class must be the student’s own work or must
be properly attributed to the original source with proper citations. Cheating on a
quiz or turning in work that includes plagiarized material or was written by
someone else will result in failure for the assignment, failure for the course,
and/or university disciplinary action.

Rules of thumb: Do not take someone else’s unique ideas or
interpretations and pass them off as your own (cite them instead). Do not “cut






