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IN THIS ISSUE:

Welcome to the second
edition of Community Ethics, the
newsletter of the Consortium
Ethics Program (CEP). The goal
of the CEP is to provide its
members with in-depth ethics
training and consultation and
also to link health care institutions in the region in an
“ethics network." Community Ethics is the "network
news."

In this issue we describe a variety of activities
which the Consortium has sponsored. Also included are
reviews of articles and books that provide practical
guidance with problems such as setting up ethics
mechanisms within a hospital (see "Truly Useful
Literature™). Community Ethics also contains articles by
local health care professionals, for the overall CEP
membership. Our "Ethics Roundtable" feature concemns
policies for making decisions, especially decisions to
forgo life-sustaining treatment, for patients who lack
decision-making capacity and have no surrogate decision
maker. This is admittedly one of the most difficult
dilemmas facing healthcare providers. We look forward
to your comments and reactions to continue the
"Roundtable" discussion.

- M. Kuczewski and R. Pinkus

THE ETHICS TASK FORCE
OF THE HOSPITAL COUNCIL OF
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA:
Counselor to the Consortium

By Rosa Lynn B. Pinkus, Ph.D., Dircctor of the Consortium Ethics Program

While we describe the Consortium Ethics
Program as a joint educational effort co-sponsored by the
Center for Medical Ethics and the Hospital Council of
Western Pennsylvania (HCWP), we rarely focus our
attention on the forum that provides the working link
for these two organizations: the Ethics Task Force of the
Hospital Council of Western Pennsylvama.

The Ethics Task Force, a working group of the
Public Affairs Committee of the Council, was created in
1985 as a forum for both hospital personnel and faculty
from the Center for Medical Ethics. By providing a
model of inter-institutional cooperation in ethics, it
actually set the stage for the Consortium Ethics Program.
The work of the Task Force has helped to alert health
care professionals in western PA that medical ethics is
not only abstract philosophy but also of practical import
and can help to resolve a range of problems confronted
in the clinic.

The Ethics Task Force was in large part successful
because it was chaired, directed, and sometimes
shepherded through the rocky terrain of town-gown
politics by Douglas A. Clark, CEO at Latrobe Area
Hospital. A graduate of Rutgers University where he
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CEP MAKES PLANS TO ADDRESS
ETHICAL ISSUES RELATED TO AIDS/HIV

The faculty of the Consortium Ethics Program
are currently making preparations to help member
hospitals and local physicians address ethical issues related
to treating AIDS patients. The CEP has received a grant
from the Jewish Health Care Foundation (JHCF) to
provide educational support to frontline clinicians in the
community who care for AIDS patients. The JHCF has
taken a proactive stance toward the AIDS crisis and
contacted Rosa Lynn Pinkus to see how we might
address this issue.

As is the way of the consortium, Dr, Pinkus
pulled together core faculty from the CEP and Center for
Medical Ethics such as Bob Amold, M.D., and Mark
Kuczewski, Ph.D., and invited other experts, such as
Susan Hunt, M.D., medical director of the Pittsburgh
AIDS Center for Treatment (PACT), and Linda Frank,
Ph.D., M.S.N., of PA AIDS ETC, to brainstorm
regarding the approach to take. Bob Arnold suggested
that local physicians who treat AIDS patients might
welcome the opportunity to come together for an
evening workshop to discuss the problems they
encounter and share ideas and support with each other.
Thus, the workshop, "AIDS and the Local Physician,"
was born. It is, of course, sponsored by the Consortium
Ethics Program (CEP), PA AIDS ETC, and the Jewish
Health Care Foundation.

"AIDS and the Local Physician" will take place

on May 5, 1994. It will be attended by approximately 15
physicians who have been invited because of their
commitment to treating AIDS patients. To moderate this
forum, we have enlisted the services of Karen A. Porter,
J.D., a postdoctoral fellow in bicethics at the Albert
Einstein College of Medicine and former senior policy
analyst for the National Commission on AIDS. As is
usually the case with CEP activities, this workshop is not
an end-in-itself but is meant to provide a beginning for
wider community education. Following the workshop,
Mark Kuczewski, Ph.D., with direction from Dr. Pinkus,
will compile teaching materials to address the specific
needs identified by these local physicians. We hope to
generate a videotape and a set of accompanying readings
to be used to educate other health care professionals.
These materials will be made available to CEP-member
hospitals in Fall '94.

Consortium hospital representatives will be
contacted to serve as facilitators both within their
institution and in their communities to discuss ethical
dilemmas posed by the AIDS pandemic. Underpinning
the program is a commitment to be "tough on problems
but gentle on people.” Together, the CEP members can
approach what sometimes may seem as overwhelming
dilemmas in a thoughtful, educated, and compassionate
manner. Our thanks to the JHCF for enabling us to
begin this dialogue.
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We also extend a special word of thanks to the Vira I. Heinz Endowment for its continued support of the
Consortium Ethics Program and to the Ethics Task Force of the Hospital Council of Western Pennsylvania which
advises the CEP faculty.

If you have any suggestions or questions regarding the Consortium Ethics Program, wish to submit information
for an upcoming edition of Community Ethics, or are not a member of the CEP but wish to receive this
newsletter, contact Mark Kuczewski, University of Pittsburgh Center for Medical Ethics, 3400 Forbes Avenue,
Suite 110, Pittsburgh PA, 15213 or phone (412) 624-3486.




